“The tragedy of war is that it uses man’s best to do man’s worst.”

Henry Fosdick

Decide whether Fosdick’s quote is true or false when you consider the Pacific Theater during World War II.  In a thoughtful, well-constructed essay, defend your answer using what you learned in class and the documents that follow.  Your essay should show me what you think (opinion) based on what you know (facts).


DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION
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“The tragedy of war is that it uses man’s best to do man’s worst.”

Henry Fosdick

Decide whether Fosdick’s quote is true or false when you consider the Pacific Theater during World War II.  In a thoughtful, well-constructed essay, defend your answer using what you learned in class and the documents that follow.

Your essay should show me what you think (opinion) based on what you know (facts).

DOCUMENT A:

Eugene B. Sledge, US Marine

Vocabulary:

· corpsman: soldier with medical training

· Mutual: something shared or held in common

Document Note: Eugene Sledge was a 19 year old US Marine who fought at Peleliu and Okinawa.  He wrote of his experiences in his memoir, “With the Old Breed” which were later highlighted in Ken Burn’s documentary, “The War” and HBO’s series, “The Pacific.

“...Japanese tactics as playing dead and then throwing a grenade―or playing wounded, calling for a corpsman and then knifing the medic when he came―plus the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, caused Marines to hate the Japanese intensely and to be reluctant to take prisoners.


My experiences on Pelieliu and Okinawa made me believe that the Japanese held mutual feelings for us.  They were a fanatical enemy; that is to say, they believed in their cause with an intensity little understood by many postwar Americans―and possibly many Japanese, as well.


This collective attitude, Marine and Japanese, resulted in savage, ferocious fighting with no holds barred.  This was a brutish primitive hatred as characteristic of the horror of war in the Pacific as the palm trees and the islands.  To comprehend what the troops endured then and there, on must take into full account this aspect of the nature of the Marines' war.”
Source: Excerpt from E. B. Sledge, “With the Old Breed”
To better understand Document A, answer the following questions…

1. List two reasons US Marines hated Japanese soldiers?

2. According to the passage, did the Japanese have the same hatred for US Marines?  Why?

3. What were the consequences of this mutual, intense hatred?

4. Given what you've read and know of the Pacific Theater, are these feelings of hatred justified?  Why or why not?

5. To be intensely loyal to a cause or a country, to be a fanatic about something, is that a good thing (“man’s best”) or a bad thing (“man’s worst”)?  Could it be both?  How?  Why?

Document B

Casualty Table, Battle of Peleliu

Vocabulary:

· Casualty: someone killed or wounded in battle

· Wounded: someone injured in battle

Document Notes: This table shows how many men, American and Japanese, fought, died and were wounded in the Battle of Peleliu.

	US Strengh at Peleliu
	Japanese Strength at Peleliu

	1st Marine Division: 17,490
	14th Infantry Division: approx. 11,000

	8th Marine Division: 10,994
	

	US Casualties at Peleliu
	Japanese Casualties at Peleliu

	1,794 killed; 8,010 wounded
	10,695 killed; 202 captured


Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Peleliu

To better understand Document B, answer the following questions…

1. Approximately how many soldiers did the US send to Peleliu?  How many Japanese defended the island?

2. What is the approximate ratio of Americans to Japanese soldiers?

a. 1:1

b. 2:1

c. 3:1

3. What was the percentage of American casualties at Peleliu?  The percentage of Japanese casualties at Peleliu?  (Divide the total number of casualties by the number of soldiers in the battle.)  Show your work.

4. Do the percentages in #3 illustrate “man’s best” or “man’s worst?”  Could it be both?  How?  Why?

5. What do these casualty percentages suggest to us about an American invasion of Tokyo?
Document C

Eugene B. Sledge, US Marine
“While I was removing a bayonet and scabbard from a dead Japanese, I noticed a Marine...dragging what I assumed to be a corpse.  But the Japanese wasn't dead.  He had been wounded severely in the back and couldn't move his arms...


The Japanese's mouth glowed with huge gold-crowned teeth and his captor wanted them.  He put the point of his k-bar [knife] on the base of a tooth and hit the handle with the palm of his hand.  Because the Japanese was kicking his feet and thrashing about, the knife point glanced off the tooth and sank deeply into the victim's mouth.  The Marine cursed him and with a slash cut his cheeks open ear to ear.  He put his foot on the sufferer's lower jaw and tried again.  Blood poured out of the soldier's mouth.  I shouted, “Put that man out of his misery.”  All I got for an answer was a cussing out.  Another Marine ran up and put a bullet in the enemy soldier's brain and ended his agony.  The scavenger grumbled and continued extracting his prizes undisturbed...” 

Source: E. B. Sledge as quoted in “The War” by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns

To better understand Document C, answer the following questions…

1. What was the American Marine trying to get from the wounded Japanese soldier?

2. What did the American Marine do when the Japanese soldier protested?

3. How did Sledge respond to this situation?  How did the other Marine respond to Sledge?

4. What would inspire the kind of atrocity described in the above passage?

5. Does this passage illustrate “man’s best” or “man’s worst” or both?  How?  Why?
Document D

Nuclear Bombing of Hiroshima, Japan

August 6, 1945
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To better understand Document D, answer the following questions…

1. What caused the images in these photographs?  Where do these images take place?

2. What was the purpose of this event?  Was it successful? Why or why not?

3. Given what you know about the Pacific Theater, how would a US Marine, such as E.B. Sledge, feel about this event?  Defend your answer.

4. In your opinion, was this event necessary?  Defend your answer.

5. Does this event illustrate “man’s best” or “man’s worst?”  Could it be both?  How?  Why?

Document E

Eugene B. Sledge, US Marine

“As I struggled upward (onto the troopship) with my load of equipment, I felt like a weary insect climbing a vine.

 
I stowed my gear on my rack and went topside.  The salt air was delicious to breathe.  That a luxury to in hale long, deep breaths of fresh clean air, air that wasn't heavy with the fetid stench of death...But something in me died at Peleliu.  Perhaps it was a childish innocence that accepted as faith the claim that man is basically good.  Possibly I lost faith that politicians in high places who do not have to endure war's savagery will ever stop blundering and sending others to endure it.”  

Source: E. B. Sledge  as quoted in “The War” by Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns.

To better understand Document E, answer the following questions…

1. How does Sledge describe himself as he boards to the troopship?

2. What does Sledge feel he has lost at Peleliu?

3. What does Sledge think about politicians?  Do you agree or disagree?  Defend your answer.

4. Do you feel Sledge is referring to “man’s best” or “man’s worst?” or both in this passage?  Why do you think so?

DOCUMENT F

Field Commander Analysis of Peleliu

Vocabulary:

· Rounds: bullets, large and small

· Grisly: causing a shudder or feeling of horror; horrible, gruesome

· Well-drilled: well trained

Document Notes: In the end, the Battle at Peleliu proved unneeded and very costly.  In the following passage, field commanders put the cost of this battle in terms many of us can understand…how many bullets it took to kill each Japanese on this tiny, mountainous island.

“…It had taken 1,589 rounds of heavy and light ammunition to kill each enemy defender of Peleliu.  Such grisly statistics were attributed by the field commanders as much to the terrain as to the well-drilled defenders.”

Source: Excerpt from “The Pacific War, 1941-1945: The first comprehensive one-volume account of the causes and conduct of World War II in the Pacific” by John Costello.

To better understand Document F, answer the following questions…

1. How many rounds of ammunition did it take to kill each enemy defender on Peleliu?

2. According to the field commanders, what were the two reasons for this “grisly statistic?”

3. How would mountainous terrain make it easier to defend the island?

4. How would mountainous terrain make it harder to capture the island?

5. Does this passage illustrate “man’s best” or “man’s worst?”  Could it be both?  How?  Why?

STUDENT ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

Now that you’ve analyzed all the documents, it’s time to outline your essay.  Complete the following worksheet to help organize your thoughts and facts.

Review the question in the header of the this page.  In one thoughtful sentence, do you think Henry Fosdick’s quote is true or false (or both) and why?

_______________________________________________________________________

In the three boxes, list three main ideas that support the thoughtful sentence you wrote above.  On each of the three lines next to the boxes, write out three facts that support the idea that’s in the box.  On the lines at the bottom of the page, write a sentence that sums everything up.
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	5: thoughtful; detailed; complete answers
	

	
	Makes teacher say "YESSSSSSS…they got it!"

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4: thoughtful; slightly less details but still complete

	
	Makes teacher nod with pride and say, "not bad at all"

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3: somewhat thoughtful; some details; answer not as complete

	
	Makes teacher say "Nice but not quite"
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2: little or no thought; few if any details; incomplete

	
	Makes teacher sigh in resignation and despair

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1: no thought; no details; inaccurate
	

	
	Makes teacher wonder when 3pm will arrive
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