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Extended Controversial Issue Discussion Lesson Plan Template 

 
Lesson Title: Philosophical Chairs: Justification for the Dropping the Atomic Bombs 
  
Author Name: Kylie Miller 

 
Contact Information: Email: Kimiller@washoeschools.net 
 
Appropriate for Grade Level(s): 10-12 

 
US History Standard(s)/Applicable CCSS(s): H.2 (9-12).11 Describe the cultural, economic, political, and technological impact 
of World War II.  
 
Seek information from varied sources and perspectives to develop informed opinions and creative solutions.  
 
Discussion Question(s): Was the dropping of the atomic bombs justified? 

 
Engagement Strategy: Philosophical Chairs 

 
Student Readings (list): Truman Speech Announcing the Use of the Atomic Bombs, Pro v Con: conflicting Views of Major 
Events in American History: Drop the bomb v Choose Another Way to End the War, Hiroshima by John Hersey, A Nation Faces 
Conflict, Dropping the bomb: Hiroshima and Nagasaki Saved Lives by Spencer Tucker 
LƳŀƎŜǎΥ ά5ŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ IƛǊƻǎƘƛƳŀΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƻƳƛŎ ōƻƳō ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘέ ōȅ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ LƳŀƎŜǎΣ IƛǊƻǎƘƛƳŀ ±ƛŎǘƛƳΣ YǳƳƛƻ 
Yamashita. 

 
Total Time Needed: 230 Minutes 

 
Lesson Outline: 

Time Frame 
(e.g. 15 minutes) 

What is the teacher doing?   What are students doing? 

10 Min.  Explaining Philosophical Chair assignment.  Listening, reading directions out loud. 

10 Min.  Explain readings and images that the students 
will be using.  

Listening going through documents.  

120 Min.  Reading Circles: Monitoring groups while they 
read through the documents. Helping with 
confusing concepts.  

Reading Circles: Working with their groups. 
Reading and annotating documents, answering 
text-based questions.  

10 Min.  Cross the Line: Reading statements concerning 
the justifications for war out loud.  

Cross the Line: students listen to statements and 
move to the side of the room that they agree 
with.  

60 Min.  Philosophical Chairs: Keeping track of individual 
student progress. Keeping students on topic.  

Philosophical Chairs: Students discuss justification 
for bomb using their text while following the 
norms of Phil. Chairs.  

10 min.   Go over instructions and guidelines for DBQ on 
justification for the bomb.  

Students listen to instructions on DBQ and go 
through documents.  

80 Min.  Monitor students and help with questions while 
students write DBQs.  

Students write DBQs using the same evidence 
they used for the discussion and using the same 
topic.  
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Description of Lesson Assessment: Rubric covering their participation in activities leading up to the discussion as well as their 
participation and performance during the discussion, also a separate rubric for their DBQ.  

 

How will students reflect on the process and their learning? Students will be writing a reflection on how they thought they 
performed during the discussion and also what they learned or what they now have a better understanding of post-discussion. 
The students will also be using the information they have gained and their documents to then write a DBQ.  
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Public Papers of the Presidents (Harry S. Truman, 1946, p. 197-200)                    Document 1 

Statement by the President Announcing the Use of the A-bomb At Hiroshima (Excerpted)  

August 6, 1945 

Sixteen Hours Ago an American airplane dropped one bomb on Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base. 

That bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had more than two thousand times the blast power of 

the British "Grand Slam" which is the largest bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare. 

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. They have been repaid many fold. And the end is not 

yet. With this bomb we have now added a new and revolutionary increase in destruction to supplement the 

growing power of our armed forces. In their present form these bombs are now in production and even more 

powerful forms are in developmentéé. 

Beginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientific knowledge useful in war was pooled between the United 

States and Great Britain, and many priceless helps to our victories have come from that arrangement. Under that 

general policy the research on the atomic bomb was begun. With American and British scientists working 

together we entered the race of discovery against the Germanséééééé. 

We are now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and completely every productive enterprise the Japanese have 

above ground in any city. We shall destroy their docks, their factories, and their communications. Let there be 

no mistake; we shall completely destroy Japan's power to make war. 

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. 

Their leaders promptly rejected that ultimatum. If they do not now accept our terms they may expect a rain of 

ruin from the air, the like of which has never been seen on this earth. Behind this air attack will follow sea and 

land forces in such numbers and power as they have not yet seen and with the fighting skill of which they are 

already well awareééééé. 

It has never been the habit of the scientists of this country or the policy of this Government to withhold from the 

world scientific knowledge. Normally, therefore, everything about the work with atomic energy would be made 

public. 

But under present circumstances it is not intended to divulge the technical processes of production or all the 

military applications, pending further examination of possible methods of protecting us and the rest of the world 

from the danger of sudden destruction. 

I shall recommend that the Congress of the United States consider promptly the establishment of an appropriate 

commission to control the production and use of atomic power within the United States. I shall give further 

consideration and make further recommendations to the Congress as to how atomic power can become a 

powerful and forceful influence towards the maintenance of world peace. 

The Essential Documents of American History was compiled by Norman P. Desmarais and James H. 

McGovern of Providence College. 

Copyright of Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima Announcement is the property of Great Neck Publishing  
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Document 2 
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Caption:  

Hiroshima Victim: 14th December 1946: Kunio Yamashita displaying the injuries he suffered as a result of the atomic 

bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima on the 6th August 1945. (Photo by Keystone/Getty Images)  
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