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Lesson TitlePhilosophical Chairdustification for the Dropping the Atomic Bombs
Author Name:Kylie Miller

Contact Information:Email: Kimiller@washoeschools.net

Appropriate for Grade Level(s}0-12

US History Standard(8pplicable CCSS($).2 (912).11 Describe #hcultural, economic, political, and technological impag
of World War 1.

Seek information from varied sources and perspectives to develop informed opinions and creative solutions.
Discussion Question(syVas thedropping of the atomic bombs justified?

Engagement StrategyPhilosophical Chairs

Student Readings (listffruman Speech Announcing the Use of the Atomic Bombs, Pro v Con: conflicting Views of Maj(
Events in American History: Drop the bomb v Choose Another Way to End the War, Hiroshima by John Hersey, A Natfpn Fa
Conflict, Dropping the bomb: Hiroshima andddsaki Saved Lives by Spencer Tucker
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Yamashita.

Total Time Needed230 Minutes

Lesson Outline:

Time Frame What is the teacher doing? What are students doing?
(e.g. 15 minutes)
10 Min. Explaining Philosophical Chair assignment. Listening, reading directions out loud.
10 Min. Explain readings and images that the students | Listening going through documents.
will be using.
120 Min. Reading Circles: Monitoring groups while they | Reading Circles: Working with their groups.
read through the documents. Helping with Reading and annotating documents, answering
confusing concepts. text-based qestions.
10 Min. Cross the Line: Reading statements concernin¢ Cross the Line: students listen to statements ar
the justifications for war out loud. move to the side of the room that they agree
with.

60 Min. Philosophical Chairs: Keeping tracknafividual | Philosophical Chairs: Students discuss justifica
student progress. Keeping students on topic. | for bomb using their text while following the
norms of Phil. Chairs.

10 min. Go over instructions and guidelines for DBQ on Students listen to instructions on DBQ and go
justification for the bomb. through documents.

80 Min. Monitor students and help with questions while| Students write DBQs using the samadence
students write DBQs. they used for the discussion and using the sam
topic.




Description of Lesson AssessmeRitubric covering their participation in activities leading up to the discussion as well as
participation am performance during the discussion, also a separate rubric for their DBQ.

How will students reflect on the process and their learnin§tudents will be writing a reflection on how they thought they
performed duringhe discussion and also what they learned or what they now have a better understanding -oligmstsion.
The students will also be using the information they have gained and their documents to then write a DBQ.




Public Papers of the Presidents (Harry S. Truman, 1946, f20®7 Document 1

Statement by the President Announcing the Use of thermb At Hiroshima (Excerpted)

August 6, 1945

Sixteen Hours Ago an American airplas®pped one bomb on Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army bffise.

That bomb had more power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had more than two thousand times the blast pfjjwer
the British "Grand Slam" which is the largest bomb ever yet used in the histogyfafev

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. They have been repaid many fold. And the efjid is
yet. With this bomb we have now added a new and revolutionary increase in destruction to supplement(fhe
growing power of our armed forcds.their present form these bombs are now in production and even mo
power ful forms are in developmenteé.

Beginning in 1940, before Pearl Harbor, scientific knowledge useful in war was pooled between the Unifjed
States and Great Britain, and many pricelesdps to our victories have come from that arrangement. Unde(jjthat
general policy the research on the atomic bomb was begun. With American and British scientists worki
together we entered the race of discovery agaifns

We are now prepad to obliterate more rapidly and completely every productive enterprise the Japanesejhave
above ground in any city. We shall destroy their docks, their factories, and their communications. Let th{jre be
no mistake; we shall completely destroy Japan's ptoveake war.

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Rjptsds
Their leaders promptly rejected that ultimatum. If they do not now accept our terms they may expect a rilin of
ruin from the airthe like of which has never been seen on this earth. Behind this air attack will follow sedjland
land forces in such numbers and power as they have not yet seen and with the fighting skill of which thdy are
already wel | awareééeéceée.

It has never been the habf the scientists of this country or the policy of this Government to withhold fronfthe
world scientific knowledge. Normally, therefore, everything about the work with atomic energy would befjmade
public.

But under present circumstances it is not intertdadivulge the technical processes of production or all the
military applications, pending further examination of possible methods of protecting us and the rest of thje wol
from the danger of sudden destruction.

| shall recommend that the Congress @f thmited States consider promptly the establishment of an approyjjiate
commission to control the production and use of atomic power within the United States. | shall give furthjer
consideration and make further recommendations to the Congress as to hawpatwerican become a

powerful and forceful influence towards the maintenance of world peace.

The Essential Documents of American History was compiled by Norman P. Desmarais and James H.
McGovern of Providence College.

Copyright of Atomic Bombing oHiroshima Announcement is the property of Great Neck Publishing




Document 2

KUNIO YAMASH”;,}
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Caption:
Hiroshima Victim: 14th December 1946: Kunio Yamashita displaying the injuries he suffered as a result of the atomic

bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima on the 6th August 1945. (Photo by Keystone/Getty Images)
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102 HIROSHIMA

a tiger, alone worth ten million yen, or more than
twenty-five thousand dollars.

His marriage was working out well. He had been able
to pick and choose. There had not been many such
eligible young men as he in Mukaihara, and numerous
marriage brokers had sounded him out. He had followed
up some of these feelers. One father of an offered bride
had received his agent and turned him down. Perhaps
this was because Dr. Sasaki had a reputation of having
been a very bad boy, a “tomcat,” some said, when he
was young; and the father may have known about his
illegal treatment of patients in Mukaihara in the eve-
nings after his work at the Red Cross Hospital. But
perhaps it was also because the father was overcautious.
It was said of him that he not only followed the
Japanese saying, “Check an old iron bridge well before
crossing,” he would not cross even after checking. Dr.
Sasaki, never in his life having experienced such a
rebuff, had decided that this was the girl for him, and
with the help of two persistent go-betweens he had
eventually won the wary parent over. Now, married
only a few months, he was quickly learning that his
wife was wiser and more sensible than he.

Mucn of Dr. Sasaki’s work as a surgeon at the Red
Cross Hospital in the next five years was in the removal

of keloid scars—hideously ugly, thick, itchy, rubbery,
copper-red crablike growths that often formed over bad
burns that hibakusha had suffered, and particularly
those victims who had been exposed to the great heat of
the bomb within two kilometres of the hypocenter. In
dealing with the keloids, Dr. Sasaki and his colleagues
were groping in the dark, because they had no reliable
literature to guide them. They found that after the
bulbous scars had been removed they often recurred.
Some, if they were left unattended, became infected,
and others caused underlying muscles to tense up. He
and his colleagues eventually came to the reluctant

The Aftermath 103

conclusion that they should not have operated on many
of the keloids. The scars tended in time to shrink
spontaneously, and could then be more easily excised,
or be left alone.

In 1951, Dr. Sasaki decided to quit working for the
hospital, with its awful memories, and to set himself
up, as his father had done, in a private clinic in Mukaihara.
He was ambitious. He had had an older brother, who,
according to the custom of Japanese medical families,
had been expected to succeed to the father’s practice;
the second son would have to make his own way, and in
1939, urged by the propaganda of the time to seck a
fortune in the vast undeveloped reaches of China, Terufumi
Sasaki had gone there and had studied at the Japanese
Eastern Medical University, in Tsingtao. He had gradu-
ated and returned to Hiroshima shortly before the
bombing. His brother had been killed in the war, so the
way was clear for him—not only to start a practice in
his father’s town but also to withdraw from Hiroshima
and, in effect, from being a hibakusha. For the next four
decades, he also never spoke to anyone about the hours
and days after the bombing.,

His grandfather having deposited large sums in the
Bank of Hiroshima, Dr. Sasaki went to it confidently
expecting a big loan to help him get started. But the
bank said that a clinic in such a small town could easily
fail, and it put a cap on his credit of three hundred
thousand yen, then less than a thousand dollars. So Dr.
Sasaki started treating patients in his wife’s parents’
house. He performed simple surgery—on appendixes,
gastric ulcers, compound fractures—but he also rather
daringly practiced every other sort of medicine, too,
except gynecology and obstetrics. He did surprisingly
well. Before long, he was getting nearly a hundred
patients a day. Some came to him from considerable
distances. The bank noticed, and his limit of credit rose
to a million yen.
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