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After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, was the internment of Japanese-Americans justified?

You are going to be the featured guest on CNN.  You are an expert on the topic of Japanese internment.  You have been asked to discuss the justification of the internment of Japanese-Americans in this country after the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Sunday, December 7, 1941.
In a response, write an essay explaining your answer.  Justify your reasons using specific evidence from the sources available.
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Historical Background:

The bombing of Pearl Harbor on Sunday, December 7, 1941 drastically changed the lives for Japanese Americans living in the United States, specifically for those living on the West Coast.  After the attack on Pearl Harbor by Japan, some Americans became afraid and fearful of the Japanese.  They worried that Japanese Americans already living in the United States might help Japan with future attacks or be saboteurs.  The United States government slowly began to restrict the rights of Japanese Americans and eventually forced them to relocate from their homes and imprisoned them in internment camps between the years of 1942-1946. 

Most of the Japanese American population lived on the west coast of the United States, with the majority living in the states of Washington, Oregon and California.  There was also a large population of Japanese Americans living on the islands of Hawaii.     

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 1942.  This order authorized the war department to designate military areas from which “any and all persons” may be excluded.  Although this order never specifically named Japanese Americans, it soon became clear that they would be the only group targeted for mass removal.  At first, the Japanese were moved to assembly centers, which were located at large public places, like fairgrounds and racetracks.  From there, they were taken to internment camps.  

There were 10 internment camps across the country.  They were found in the states of California, Arizona, Idaho, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, and Arkansas.  Two of the biggest camps were Manzanar and Tule Lake, both found in California.  All Japanese were taken to the camps, even Japanese-Americans.  They could only bring what they could carry, including toiletry items, kitchen items, bedding, and clothing.  Everything else was left behind including pets.  

Most of the camps were located in remote, desolate areas.  The land could vary from desert like conditions with very hot summers and cold winters, to swamp-like conditions with heat and humidity in Arkansas.  

Facilities differed from camp to camp, but all were spartan.  Internees were assigned to a block consisting of fourteen barracks subdivided into four or six rooms.  
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There were communal bathrooms and showers and a common dining hall where the internees could eat.  Standing in long lines to eat, shower, or to buy something at the camp store became a way of life.  Eventually, each relocation center became a kind of American community, with many of the institutions that existed on the larger society.  There were schools, libraries, hospitals, newspapers, and churches

     After World War II was over, the federal government started talking about redress, or a compensation for a wrong doing, for the discrimination and loss of civil rights that the Japanese American community suffered during the war.  It took over 40 years for the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 to be enacted into law for the redress.
Directions: The following question is based on the documents (1-8) that follow.  Before reading these documents, be sure to:

1.  Carefully read and think about the document-based question that follows these 
     directions.

2.  Ask yourself: What do I already know about this question and its topic?  What did I 
     learn from reading the Historical Background section?  If I had to answer the 
     document-based question without reading any of the documents, what would I say?

3.  Take a few minutes to write down the major things you already know about this topic 
     and question.  What important names, dates, events, and major ideas do you 
     already know?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  Now read each document carefully.  Ask yourself: How does this document help to
     answer the document-based question?  Underline things of special importance and 
     write notes in the margins.  If you’re confused by or don’t understand a document, go
     on to the next one.  Later, if you have time, you can go back and answer it.
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5.  You will see that the DBQ asks some questions after reading each document.  
     These questions focus on the main idea of the document.  They are created to 
     help you find the document’s meaning.  Write brief, accurate answers to these 
     questions.  They will help you later when you write your essay answer.
Part A: The following documents address various arguments made in support of, or against the internment of Japanese-Americans in the 1940s.  Examine each document carefully, and answer the questions that follow.
Source 1: The Munson Report

Vocabulary:

· Sabotage: The deliberate destruction of machines, railroads, roads and buildings by an enemy.

· Surveillance: to watch over a person

· Hampered: stopped

· Entrée: access  

Document Note: In 1941, a special representative of the State Department, named Curtis B.Munson was told by the former American President, Roosevelt, to write a report about the loyalty of Japanese Americans in California and Hawaii. This report was written 1 month before the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

There is no Japanese “problem” on the Coast.  There will be no armed uprising of Japanese.  There will undoubtedly be some sabotage financed by Japan and executed largely by imported agents…In each Naval District there are about 250 to 300 suspects under surveillance.  It is easy to get on the suspect list, merely a speech in favor of Japan at some banquet being sufficient to land one there.  The Intelligence Services are generous with the title of suspect and are taking no chances.  Privately, they believe that only 50 or 60 in each district can be classes as really dangerous.  The Japanese are hampered as saboteurs because of their easily recognized physical appearance.  It will be hard for them to get near anything to blow up if it is guarded.  There is far more danger from Communists and people of the Bridges type on the Coast than there is from Japanese.  The Japanese here is almost exclusively a farmer, a fisherman or a small businessman.  He has no entrée to plants or intricate machinery.

Source: The Munson Report, delivered to President Roosevelt by Special Representative of the State Departmnet Curtis B. Munson, November 7, 1941.  The excerpt above is from the 25-page report.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #1.

1.  When was the report written?

2.  Why was the report written?

3.  Why aren’t the Japanese good saboteurs?

4.  What conclusion does the author of the report come to about the Japanese 
     “problem”?

5.  What examples can you find to support your conclusion?

6.  According to the Munson, was the internment of Japanese-Americans justified?
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Source 2: The Crisis

Vocabulary:

· Ancestry: family descent; the members of one’s family

· Established: created

· Concentration Camp: a place of confinement or prison for political enemies or members of minority ethnic groups

Document Note: This is an editorial from the Crisis, founded in 1910. The Crisis is one of the oldest black periodicals in the United States.  The publication is dedicated to promoting civil rights.  

Along the eastern coast of the United States, where the numbers of Americans of Japanese ancestry in comparatively small, no concentration camps have been established.  From a military point of view, the only danger on this coast is from Germany and Italy…But the American government has not taken any such high-handed action against Germans and Italians – and their American-born descendants – on the East Coast, as has been taken against Japanese and their American-born descendants on the West Coast.  Germans and Italians are “white.”
Color seems to be the only possible reason why thousands of American citizens of Japanese ancestry are in concentration camps.  Anyway, there are no Italian-American, or German-American citizens in such camps.

Source:  Harry Paxton Howard, “Americans in Concentration Camps,” The Crisis, September, 1942.  The excerpt above is from an editorial that appeared soon after the establishment of internment camps.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #2.

1.  According to the document, which ethnic groups living on the East Coast of the United 

     States were dangerous?
2.  What is a concentration camp?
3.  Which statement supports the reason why American citizens of Japanese ancestry were    
     placed in concentration camps?
4.  What explanation do you have for there being no concentration camps on the East Coast?
5.  According to the editorial from the Crisis, was the internment of Japanese-Americans 
     justified?
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Source 3: Executive Order 9066

Vocabulary:

· Espionage: the act or practice of spying

· Sabotage: The deliberate destruction of machines, railroads, roads and buildings by an enemy.
· Herein: in this writing
Document Note:  The sudden and devastating attack by the Japanese Navy on Pearl Harbor in December, 1941, compounded by years of economic competition with Japanese immigrants and racial prejudice – particularly along the west coast of the United States – brought about a swift response from western military leaders and ultimately the President to whom they reported.  Two months after the attack on Pearl Harbor President Roosevelt issued the following order authorizing “exclusion” from designated military areas.  
Executive Order No. 9066 

The President 

Whereas the successful prosecution of the war requires every possible protection against espionage and against sabotage to national-defense material, national-defense premises, and national-defense utilities as defined in Section 4, Act of April 20, 1918,…

 Now, therefore, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States, and Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy, I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of War, and the Military Commanders… to prescribe military areas in such places and of such extent as he or the appropriate Military Commander may determine, from which any or all persons may be excluded, and with respect to which, the right of any person to enter, remain in, or leave shall be subject to whatever restrictions the Secretary of War or the appropriate Military Commander may impose in his discretion. The Secretary of War is hereby authorized to provide for residents of any such area who are excluded therefrom, such transportation, food, shelter, and other accommodations as may be necessary, in the judgment of the Secretary of War or the said Military Commander, and until other arrangements are made, to accomplish the purpose of this order… I hereby further authorize and direct the Secretary of War and the said Military Commanders to take such other steps as he or the appropriate Military Commander may deem advisable to enforce compliance with the restrictions applicable to each Military area hereinabove authorized to be designated, including the use of Federal troops and other Federal Agencies, with authority to accept assistance of state and local agencies. 

I hereby further authorize and direct all Executive Departments, independent establishments and other Federal Agencies, to assist the Secretary of War or the said Military Commanders in carrying out this Executive Order, including the furnishing of medical aid, hospitalization, food, clothing, transportation, use of land, shelter, and other supplies, equipment, utilities, facilities, and services. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt
The White House,
February 19, 1942.
Source: Executive Order No. 9066, February 19, 1942.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #3.
1.  Who wrote the document?

2.  Who was responsible for carrying out the order?

3.  What does the order state should be provided for people removed from military areas?

4.  Was the order restricted to any one group of the American population?

5.  According to Executive Order 9066, was the internment of Japanese-Americans 
     justified?
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Source 4:  War Relocation Authority Confidential Office Memo
Vocabulary:

· Distinguish: to show the difference between
· Infiltration: to get control from within
· Shintoism: a religion of Japan
· Hysteria: a wild, uncontrolled feeling or action
· Retaliatory: to do the same thing
Document Note:  After some Japanese Americans attempted to challenge the internment policy in the courts, the War Relocation Authority included the following statements in a confidential memo on August 12, 1942.
The Action taken with respect to Japanese in this country is justifiable on the grounds of military necessity for several reasons.

1.  All Japanese look very much alike to a white person-it is hard for us to distinguish between 
     them.  It would be hard to tell a Japanese soldier in disguise from a resident Japanese.  The 
     danger of infiltration by Japanese parachutists, soldiers, etc. is, therefore, reduced and the 
     chances of detecting any attempt at infiltration are increased.

2.  The Japanese Government has always tried to maintain close ties with and control over Japanese
     people in this country with the result that many of them have never really been absorbed into
     American life and culture.  Many Japanese-Americans have been educated in Japan.  Many,
     believers in Shintoism, worship the Emperor and regard his orders as superior to any loyalty they
     may owe the United States.

3.  The action taken was reasonable and necessary for the protection of the Japanese themselves.  
     It minimized the dangers of mob violence and local disorders growing out of war hysteria and 
     racial discrimination.  Through lessening the possibility of harsh treatment of Japanese in this
     country (incidents which would have exploited promptly by Axis propagandists who wish to make
     it appear to be a race war) it took away an excuse for even harsher retaliatory treatment of 
     American prisoners by Japan.
Source:  The War Relocation Authority Confidential Memo, prepared by the Office of the Solicitor and the Office of Reports for use of the War Relocation Authority Staff, August 12, 1942.  The excerpt is from a 2-page document. 
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #4.

1.  Who wrote the document?

2.  Who is the intended audience for this document?  What words in the document led
     you to this conclusion?

3.  According to the document, the internment of the Japanese was justified for three 
     reasons.  List and explain these reasons.
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Source 5: Korematsu v. United States

Vocabulary:

· Curtail: to cut short or reduce

· Dissent: to disagree

· Repatriation: to return to the country of birth
· Segregation: to keep apart from others
Document Note:  Fred Korematsu was a resident of San Leandro, California – within the military exclusion zone – and a U.S. citizen.  His refusal to follow the exclusion order resulted in prosecution.  Appeals were upheld all the way to the Supreme Court in 1944, where for the first time there was a dissent to the courts decision.
Justice Black delivered the opinion of the court. …

It should be noted, to begin with, that all legal restrictions which curtail the civil rights of a single racial group are immediately suspect.  That is not to say that all such restrictions are unconstitutional….

Exclusion of hose of Japanese origin was deemed necessary because of the presence of a number of disloyal members of the group, most of whom we have not doubt were loyal to this country.  It was because we could not reject the finding of the military authorities that it was possible to bring about an immediate segregation of the disloyal from the loyal that we sustained the validity of the curfew order as applying to the whole group…. That there were members of the group who retained loyalties in Japan has been confirmed by investigations made subsequent to the exclusion.  Approximately five thousand American citizens of Japanese ancestry refused to swear unqualified allegiance to the United States and to renounce allegiance to the Japanese Emperor, and several thousand evacuees requested repatriation to Japan.
We uphold the exclusion order as of the time it was made and when the petitioner violated it…. In doing so, we are not unmindful of the hardships imposed by it upon a large group of American citizens…. But hardships are part of war, and war is an aggregation of hardships.  All citizens alike, both in and out of uniform, feel the impact of war in greater and lesser measure.  Citizenship has its responsibilities as well as its privileges, and in time of war the burden is always heavier….

3 of the justices disagreed with the decision.  They said:

This exclusion of ‘all persons of Japanese ancestry, both alien and non-alien,’ from the Pacific Coast area on a plea of military necessity in the absence of martial law ought not to be approved.  Such exclusion goes over ‘the very brink of constitutional power’ and falls into the ugly abyss of racism.

Source: Supreme Court Case Korematsu v. United States, 1944.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #5.

1.  Who was Fred Korematsu?

2.  What did Fred Korematsu refuse to do?

3.  What was the Supreme Court decidion on the case?

4.  What evidence is given in the document to support the Supreme Court’s decision?

5.  What is the opinion of the three justices who disagreed?  

6.  What reasons do they give for their response?
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Source 6: Civil Liberties Act 1988

Vocabulary:

· Adequate: enough for what is required; enough

· Credible: that can be believed; reliable

· Relocation: to move to a new place

· Restitution: to give back something that was taken away; to reimburse money

Document Note:  The Civil Liberties Act was a national apology to the victims of internment.  It was signed into law reluctantly by President Reagan in 1988 after nearly a decade of effort in Congress to pass the bill.
CIVIL LIBERTIES ACT OF1988

Enacted by the United States Congress
August 10, 1988
“The Congress recognizes that, as described in the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, a grave injustice was done to both citizens and permanent residents of Japanese ancestry by the evacuation, relocation, and internment of civilians during World War II. 
As the Commission documents, these actions were carried out without adequate security reasons and without any acts of espionage or sabotage documented by the Commission, and were motivated largely by racial prejudice, wartime hysteria, and a failure of political leadership. 
The excluded individuals of Japanese ancestry suffered enormous damages, both material and intangible, and there were incalculable losses in education and job training, all of which resulted in significant human suffering for which appropriate compensation has not been made. 
For these fundamental violations of the basic civil liberties and constitutional rights of these individuals of Japanese ancestry, the Congress apologizes on behalf of the Nation.”
Based on the findings of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC), the purposes of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 with respect to persons of Japanese ancestry included the following:

1) To acknowledge the fundamental injustice of the evacuation, relocation and internment of citizens and permanent resident aliens of Japanese ancestry during World War II;

2) To apologize on behalf of the people of the United States for the evacuation, internment, and relocations of such citizens and permanent residing aliens;

3) To provide for a public education fund to finance efforts to inform the public about the internment so as to prevent the recurrence of any similar event;

4) To make restitution to those individuals of Japanese ancestry who were interned; 

5) To make more credible and sincere any declaration of concern by the United States over violations of human rights committed by other nations.
Source:  The Civil Liberties Act of 1988.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #6.

1.  When was the Civil Liberties Act enacted, or created, by Congress?

2.  How many years after the war was is created?

3.  Who wrote the document?

4.  Who was Congress making an apology to?

5.  List 3 reasons why the Congress apologized.
6.  List the 5 restitutions that were given to interned Japanese-Americans.
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Source 7: Presidential Letter of Apology

Vocabulary:

· Intern: to keep and confine within an area
· Fundamental: basic
· Redress: to make up for a wrong
· Retrospect: to think about the past
Document Note:  This is a copy of a letter sent by President Clinton following the passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988.  This letter was sent with reparations checks of $20,000 to victims  of internment during World War II.
                  [image: image1.png]THE WHITE HOUSE

octover 1, 1993

over tifty yoars ago, the United States
Governmont unjustly interned, evacuated, or
relocated you and many othor Japanese Americanc.
Today, on behalf of your follow Americans, T
offer'a sincere apology to you for the actions
that unfairly denied Japanese Americans and
their families fundanental liberties during
World war II.

1n passing the Civil Liberties Act of
1988, wo acknowlodged the wrongs of the pact
and offored redross to those who endured such
grave injustice. In retrocpect, we understand
£hat tho nationic actions were rooted deeply in
racial projudice, wartime hysteria, and a lack
of political leadership. We must learn from
the pact and dedicate curselves as a nation to
renewing the cpirit of oguality and our love of
frocdon. Togethor, we can guarantee a future
with liberty and justice for all. You and your
fanily have my best wiches for the future.

Pt oz




Source: www.pbs.org/childofcamp/history/clinton.html.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #7.

1.  When was the letter written?
2.  Who wrote the letter?

3.  What was sent with the letter?

4.  Who was the letter sent to?

5.  What was the purpose of the letter?

6.  What is your opinion of the letter?
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Source 8: In Defense of Internment

Vocabulary:

· Sacrosanct: too valuable or important to be changed
· Prescribed: authorized
· Endured: to tolerate
· Deemed: believed to be
· Deported: to be made to leave a place
Document Note:  Michelle Malkin is a Filipino American syndicated columnist and FOX news commentator.  In her 2004 book, “In defense of Internment: The Case for ‘Racial Profiling’ in World War II and the War on Terror,” Malkin argues that internment was justified by intercepted intelligence about a West Coast, Japanese spy network.
In a time of war, the survival of the nation comes first.  Civil Liberties are not sacrosanct…No one was exempt from the hardships of World War II, which demanded a wide range of civil rights sacrifices on the part of citizen and non-citizen, majority and minority alike.  Ethnic Japanese forced to leave the West Coast of the United States and relocate outside of prescribed military zones after the Pearl Harbor attack endured a heavy burden, but they were not the only ones who suffered and sacrificed.  Enemy aliens from all Axis nations – not just Japan – were subjected to curfews, registration, censorship, and exclusion from sensitive areas.  Thousands of foreign nationals from Germany, Italy, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and elsewhere were deemed dangerous, interned, and eventually deported.

Source:  Michelle Malkin wrote a book, “In Defense of Internment: The Case for ‘Racial Profiling’ in World War II and the War on Terror.”  The passage above is an excerpt from that book.
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PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT #8.

1.  When was the passage written?

2.  Why does the author believe the internment of the Japanese was justified?

3.  The author argues that people from what other countries also suffered?
4.  List the 4 punishments that enemy aliens, including the Japanese, had to endure in 
     the United States during World War II.

5.  According to Michelle Malkin, was the internment of Japanese-Americans justified?
Part B:  Essay:  After the bombing of Pearl Harbor was the internment of Japanese-Americans justified? 
1.  Develop a thesis statement that directly answers the document-based question.  
     Take a stand and state a position, one that directly answers the question.  State this 
     thesis early in your essay.

     Thesis Statement: ____________________________________________________
     ___________________________________________________________________
     ___________________________________________________________________
     

2.  Outline your entire essay.  (Use the essay outline provided).  Make sure that what 
     you say in it supports and proves your thesis statement.  In your essay, plan how 
     you will use the information found in the documents and what you know already 
     about this topic.

3.  Use at least 3 documents from this DBQ to prove your thesis statement.

4.  Carefully write your essay.  As you include supportive information from the 
     documents, be sure to cite the sources of this information.  This will add authority 
     credibility to what you are saying.

Here are the standards for the DBQ essay scores from the highest score of a 5, to the lowest score a 0.  You will earn one of these scores if the DBQ answer demonstrates the following:

	5
	· A strong thesis statement.  It directly answers the question.

· The essay thoroughly addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least 3 documents.

· Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay.

· Incorporates relevant outside information.

· Richly supports the theme or problem with relevant facts, examples, and details.

· Excellent organization; a well-written essay with proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics.



	4
	· A thesis that answers the question.

· The essay addresses all aspects of the task by accurately analyzing and interpreting at least 3 documents.
· Incorporates information from the documents in the body of the essay.
· Incorporates some relevant outside information.
· Includes relevant facts, examples, and details, but discussion may be more

· descriptive than analytical

· Clear organization and good writing; only minor errors in spelling, grammar, and mechanics.

	3
	· A weaker thesis that may not adequately answer the question.

· Addresses most aspects of the task or addresses all aspects of the task in a limited way, using some of the documents.
· Incorporates some information from the documents in the body of the essay.
· Incorporates limited or no relevant outside information.
· Includes some facts, examples, and details, but discussion is more descriptive than analytical.
· Weaker organization and writing; errors in spelling, grammar, and mechanics that detract from the essay’s quality.


	2
	· A weak thesis that fails to adequately answer or even address the question.

· Attempts to address some aspects of the task, making limited use of the documents.

· Presents no relevant outside information.

· Includes few facts, examples, and details; discussion restates contents of the documents.

· Poorly organized essay and writing; many errors in spelling, grammar, and mechanics.



	1
	· A confused and unfocused thesis that fails to address the question.

· Shows limited understanding of the task with vague, unclear references to the documents.

· Presents no relevant outside information.

· Includes little or no accurate or relevant facts, details, or examples.

· Disorganized and unfocused writing; many errors in spelling, grammar, and mechanics.



	0
	No thesis statement; no attempt to address the question.
No understanding of the topic or question; fails to address the task.
No use or only misuse and misunderstanding of the documents.
No information from any learning beyond simply the documents used.
A lack of organization and structure.  Little attempt made.  Blank paper.
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