2012-2013 Teaching American History
Extended Discussion/Writing Lesson Plan Template
Lesson Title: How effective was the New Deal program in responding to the Dust Bowl tragedies?
Author Name: Shaun Taylor

Contact Information: email: sptaylor@washoeschools.net
Phone: 722-9534
Appropriate for Grade Level(s): 8th Grade
US History Standard(s)/Applicable CCSS(s): CCSS Standards: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly. a. Come to discussions prepared having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.
History Standards: H2.[9-12].9 Describe the causes and consequences of the Great Depression.
H2.[9-12].10 Analyze the policies and programs of the New Deal, and their effects on political, economic, and diplomatic
institutions.
G8.[6-8].2 Evaluate the role of technology in the human modification of the physical environment.
G8.[6-8].3 Describe the changes that result from human modification of the physical environment.

Engagement Strategy: Discussion/Accountable Talk (Round Table)
Student Readings (list): 1. Voices from the Dust Bowl
Common Sense -- July 1939; http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=afcts&fileName=clip004/clip004.db&recNum=0
2. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/ 3. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/
4. http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/ 5. http://bl-libg-doghill.ads.iu.edu/gpdweb/FSA/Farm%20Debt%20Adjustment.pdf 6. http://www.fca.gov/about/history/historyFCA_FCS.html

Total Time Needed: 3 59 minute periods
Lesson Outline:

Time Frame

What is the teacher doing?

What are students doing?

Teacher is explaining the discussion question and
the sources students must examine. Explain the
analysis sheets for the documents, why it is
important to take good notes in preparation for
discussion.
Assigning first 3 documents for students to
analyze, circulating room for questions and
discussion with students.

Students are organizing materials and writing the
discussion questions on top of each source.

(e.g. 15 minutes)

Day #1
20min

35 min

5 min

Wrap up

Reading documents either out loud or following
along as the documents are read. Highlight and
underline key information that relates to the
question. Fill out appropriate analysis sheet on
the document.
Organize materials in notebook

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.
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Day #2
20 min

35 min

5 min

Day #3
40 min

15 min
Day #4 50
min.

Teacher is explaining the discussion question and
the sources students must examine. Explain the
analysis sheets for the documents, why it is
important to take good notes in preparation for
discussion.
Assigning remaining 3 documents for students to
analyze, circulating room for questions and
discussion with students.

Wrap up/ Explain the procedure of the
roundtable discussion that will be occurring next
class.
Explain the procedure for the round table/ hand
out discussion note-taker. Facilitate the
discussion, use follow-up questions when
necessary.
Discussion wrap-up/Explain the writing
assignment for the following class
Teacher will explain the writing assignment;
Create a newspaper article examining the
government’s response to the Dust Bowl tragedy,
explain the rubric which will be used to assess the
students.

Students are organizing materials and writing the
discussion questions on top of each source.

Reading documents either out loud or following
along as the documents are read. Highlight and
underline key information that relates to the
question. Fill out appropriate analysis sheet on
the document.
Organize materials in notebook/ homework
prepares analysis sheets for use during the
roundtable discussion.
Participate in the roundtable, taking careful notes
on the discussion sheet.

Students will organize analysis sheets, and
discussion sheet for writing assignment.
Students will begin working on a draft of
newspaper article, using all analysis sheets,
discussion sheet. Finish final for homework.

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Q – Questions you have that stem
from the reading…

C – Comments you have about the
reading - things you think about as
you are reading (relation to history,
current events, another subject area,
your life)

Q – Quotes from the reading or the
source that will provide evidence for
your argument. Include your analysis

1.

1.

1.

2.

2.

2.

3.

3.

3.

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Poster Analysis Worksheet
1.

What are the main colors used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

2.

What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

3.

If a symbol is used, is it
1. clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________
2. memorable? _________________________________
3. dramatic? ___________________________________

4.

Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
___________________________________________________________________________

5.

Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

6.

What does the Government hope the audience will do?
___________________________________________________________________________

7.

What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

8.

The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?
___________________________________________________________________________

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Roundtable Discussion Worksheet:
The Focus Question:

Your answer before the discussion:

A piece of evidence from the text or
fellow student response that
supports your answer.

1.

1.

1.

2.

2.

2.

3.

3.

3.

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Student Assignment Sheet

Students will be investigating the Dust Bowl, a natural disaster experienced by many during The Great
Depression. You will be examining primary source documents using assigned analysis sheets and participating
in a roundtable discussion. The focus question for the activity will be the centerpiece of your analysis. The
question: How effective was the New Deal program in responding to the Dust Bowl tragedies? Students
will examine the agriculture industry in the United States during WWI continuing through the Dust Bowl.
Students will develop opinions and reasoning for the causes and response of the government to the Dust Bowl.
Please use the following as a checklist for the activity.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Receive all handouts
6 documents
6 analysis sheets
1 discussion sheet
1 rubric
Begin analysis of documents; fill out appropriate analysis sheets
Continue analysis of documents and sheets.
Prepare for roundtable discussion
Participate in discussion
Rough draft article
Final draft of article

Writing a Newspaper Article
Students will use the Roundtable discussion sheet along with document analysis sheets and imagine
they are a newspaper reporter. Students should follow the rubric when writing the article. Being a
reporter they will need to answer the basic questions that every reporter must address: who, what,
when, where and how. They will also need to think of a headline for the article.

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

News Article Rubric
Use this rubric to help you as you write your news articles. Remember that your article must be historical. Your teacher will use this
rubric when they read and evaluate your article.

Newspaper Basics: 15 points
____

Headline communicates main idea of story (5 points)

____

Has a byline (name of author) (5)

____

Dateline includes date and place (5)

Organization, Style, and Content: 55 points
____

Lead catches the reader’s attention and makes the reader want to keep on reading (5)

____

First paragraph following the lead gives the most important information: who, what, where, when, why, how (9)

____

Rest of article gives sufficient and appropriate information, including lots of specific details (10)

____

Includes at least 2 pertinent quotations (6)

____

Relates to the essential question (10)

____

Is written in the third person (5)

____

Is easy to read and understand, and uses appropriate and engaging vocabulary (10)

Format: 30 points
____

Is at least 250 words long (10)

____

Demonstrates correct punctuation: especially no run-on sentences! (7)

____

Capitalization is correct: beginning of sentences, proper nouns (7)

____

Spelling is correct (6)

TOTAL: 100 points

Comments:

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Sample Newspaper Article:
Source: Voices from the Dust Bowl
Common Sense -- July 1939; http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/ampage?collId=afcts&fileName=clip004/clip004.db&recNum=0

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.
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rubric, self-assessment/reflection.
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rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Text Source #1
Source: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/

In August 1917, the dance ended. Congress passed the Food and Fuel Control Act (40 Stat. 276),
also known as the Lever Act.
Passage of the bill did not immediately impact the American public. Like any federal legislation, the
Food and Fuel Control Act faced the next normal step: implementation, the stage of policy- making
between the establishment of a policy and the consequences of the policy for the people it affects.
With the authority and power granted to him by Congress in the legislation, on August 10, 1917,
President Woodrow Wilson issued Executive Order 2679-A creating the U. S. Food Administration. In
doing so, he created a government entity to replace an existing volunteer organization. The U. S.
Food Administration, operating in each state, was to
1. Assure the supply, distribution, and conservation of food during the war,
2. Facilitate transportation of food and prevent monopolies and hoarding, and
3. Maintain governmental power over foods by using voluntary agreements and a licensing
system.

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Poster Source #1
Source: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Poster Source #2
Source: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/sow-seeds/

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Text Source#2
Source: http://bl-libg-doghill.ads.iu.edu/gpd-web/FSA/Farm%20Debt%20Adjustment.pdf

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

Text Source #3
Source: http://www.fca.gov/about/history/historyFCA_FCS.html

Soon after, the nation was mired in the Great Depression. Prices for farm commodities had been
falling all through the 1920s as the wartime need for those commodities ended, but now substantially
accelerated. Farmers, unable to pay their expenses and loan payments, walked away from their
farms, leaving the FLBs with numerous defaults. By 1933, nearly one-half of the NFLAs were failing,
and farm foreclosures were common. Congress stepped in with two new laws.
The Emergency Farm Mortgage Act of 1933
The Farm Credit Act of 1933
The Emergency Farm Mortgage Act attempted to save the farms of individuals delinquent on their
loans by extending repayment schedules and offering emergency financing. The Farm Credit Act
established the Farm Credit System (FCS) as a group of cooperative lending institutions to provide
short-, intermediate-, and long-term loans for agricultural purposes. All three types of lending were to
be available in each agricultural district. In short, the law devised this system:





Twelve FLBs for long-term agricultural real estate loans through FLB associations
Twelve FICBs for short- and intermediate-term credit to local Production Credit Associations
(PCAs) and other lending institutions serving agricultural producers
Twelve Banks for Cooperatives (BCs) to provide credit for farmers’ cooperatives
A Central Bank for Cooperatives to participate with the district BCs in loans that exceeded their
lending capacities

The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include: student readings (sources) and questions, assignment sheet, model essay and
rubric, self-assessment/reflection.

