Kindergarten DBQ – Core Knowledge: Farm
NGSS Standards:
K-LS1-1	Use observations to describe patterns of what plants and animals (including humans) need to survive. 
K-ESS2-2 Construct an argument supported by evidence for how plants and animals (including humans) can change the environment to meet their needs.
A DBQ (Document Based Question) is an authentic assessment where students interact with historical texts.  Document Based Questions were first used in high school AP classes. But after several years of using DBQs in grades 4-12 in WCSD for all students, it was determined that the same skills could be practiced with students in K-3.  A DBQ asks students to read and analyze historical records, gather information and fill in short scaffolding response questions, assimilate and synthesize information from several documents, and then respond in writing to an assigned task, by using information gleaned from the documents, as well as, their own outside information.  For grades K-3, these skills and tasks have been refined to include pictures and text from the Core Knowledge units of study.  In this way, students who have been immersed in a unit of literacy study are able to demonstrate their knowledge of the unit while also practicing the skills used in social studies in later grades with a DBQ.
This DBQ is aligned with the Core Knowledge Listening and Learning domain, Farm.  It is meant to follow the Core Knowledge unit so that students have already been exposed to the knowledge and vocabulary gained from the read alouds.  
With prompting and support, the students will review the series of pictures and text to determine how farms are important to people.  After reviewing the document, students will write to the prompt with support and/or independently.  The teacher will show the images, ask the accompanying questions and allow pairs to discuss their answers (these do not need to be answered in writing).  After reviewing all of the documents, students will write to complete the task independently. This series of questioning will take place over a span of 3-5 days. 
Helpful Vocabulary to Post During DBQ and Refer To For Writing Task:
	harvest
	products
	produce
	dairy

	crops
	livestock
	
	

	
	
	
	


Writing Task:
Using evidence found in the following documents, your knowledge of our readings, and at least 3 of the vocabulary words from above, please describe how farms are important to people.
Teacher Notes:
1. When guiding students in pairs to discuss the documents, you should project them on the board as well as allow the students to have the image in front of them (if applicable).  If you find that students are struggling in their discussion, you might provide sentence starters or stems (e.g. I see ____________________ in the image.).
2. As a teacher, you know your students and where they are on the developmental spectrum in writing. If your students have practice writing sentences, the writing task pushes them a bit further to include evidence from text and specific vocabulary. If your students need further scaffolding, consider using sentence stems or providing fill in the blank opportunities (example below).
________ (specific animal) gives us ____________________ products.

3. Importantly, the outcome in this exercise is retrieving evidence and synthesizing information from documents (not necessarily demonstrating writing competency).  Where appropriate take dictation of student responses.
4. Students should be provided appropriate kindergarten paper for the writing opportunity.
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Students respond orally to a partner and to the class to the following:
1. What do you see in this image?
2. Why do farmers raise chicken?
3. What foods do people use that come from chickens?
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Students respond orally to a partner and to the class to the following:
1.  Look carefully at the document, what crop is shown here? (teacher points to the image on the left)
2. What products are made from this crop?
3. What animal is shown here? (teacher points to the image on the right)
4. What products are made from this animal?
5. How do people use the products from these images?






Document C
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Students respond orally to a partner and to the class to the following: (Showing some realia such as wool sweaters, socks or gloves is recommended.)
1. What animal is in this picture?
2. What is the farmer doing to the sheep?  
3. What will the farmer do the wool that he sheared from the sheep?
4. Why do farmers raise sheep?
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Students respond orally to a partner and to the class to the following:
1. What items are shown in this image?
2. Where do many of the items that you buy in the grocery store come from?  
3. What kinds of crops do farmers grow that are sold for food for people?
4. How would your life be different if farmers didn’t grow crops?
Additional discussion opportunity: Discuss the process of how certain crops or products changed from the farm to the supermarket.  (Wheat, apples, dairy products, etc.)








Writing Opportunity: With prompting and support, dictate, draw or write how farms are important to people.
Use at least one document source and two vocabulary words.
(Note to teacher: use whatever writing paper is appropriate for your students at this time of the year.  If a student provides a picture only, teacher should write dictation under the picture.)
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