The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand caused World War I.  Assess the validity of this statement based on the following documents.


TAHP-  Document Based Question

Spring 2011

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand caused World War I.  Assess the validity of this statement based on the following documents.
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Document 1: Political cartoon- breaking down alliances
Document Note:  A political cartoon illustrating the order of alliances/protectors prior to World War I.

[image: image5.png]


Source: unknown
pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 1

1.  What countries are represented in this cartoon?

2.  What country is at the front of the line?
3.  What country do you think is at the back of the line?

4.  Why do you think the last two men are trying to catch up?

5.  In this cartoon, how is the artist making fun of Alliances?
Document 2:  A Good Joke
Vocabulary: 

· Sultan: a absolute ruler from Turkey (the former Ottoman Empire).
Document Note: By the 1800’s, as Europe surged ahead economically, a weaker Ottoman Empire came to be seen as the “Sick Man of Europe.”  This cartoon is about one of the many crises in which Russia threatened to seize Ottoman land.  In it, Great Britain and France protect the Ottoman sultan from a huge Russian soldier.  The cartoon suggests how much Ottoman survival depended on the help of other European powers.  
Document:  A Good Joke
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Source: Cartoons from “Punch”
pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 2
1.  How is the Russian portrayed in this cartoon?
2.  How is the Ottoman sultan portrayed in this cartoon? 
3.  Who is “protecting” the Ottoman sultan and why?
4.  How are the “protectors” represented in this cartoon?

5.  What is the overall message of this cartoon?
Document 3:  The Daily Telegraph Affair
Vocabulary: 
· Guildhall:  the town hall in the city of London.

· Prevarication:  a statement made in order to deceive

· Manifold:  many and varied
Document Note:  Emperor Wilhelm was the ruler of Germany.  In this interview by the London Daily Telegraph Emperor Wilhelm is explaining that he does not have hostile motives against England.  He also justifies that the strengthening of the German navy is not a form of aggression towards England, but rather a commercial endeavor.
Source: Excerpt The interview of the Emperor Wilhelm II on October 28, 1908.
London Daily Telegraph, October 28, 1908. 
28 October, 1908
The Daily Telegraph Affair 

The interview of the Emperor Wilhelm II on October 28, 1908.
London Daily Telegraph, October 28, 1908. Excerpt


. . . "You English," he said, "are mad, mad, mad as March hares. What has come over you that you are so completely given over to suspicions quite unworthy of a great nation? What more can I do than I have done? I declared with all the emphasis at my command, in my speech at Guildhall, that my heart is set upon peace, and that it is one of my dearest wishes to live on the best of terms with England. Have I ever been false to my word ? Falsehood and prevarication are alien to my nature. My actions ought to speak for themselves, but you listen not to them but to those who misinterpret and distort them. That is a personal insult which I feel and resent. To be forever misjudged, to have my repeated offers of friendship weighed and scrutinized with jealous, mistrustful eyes, taxes my patience severely. I have said time after time that I am a friend of England, and your press --, at least, a considerable section of it -- bids the people of England refuse my proffered hand and insinuates that the other holds a dagger. How can I convince a nation against its will ?

"But, you will say, what of the German navy? Surely, that is a menace to England ! Against whom but England are my squadrons being prepared? If England is not in the minds of those Germans who are bent on creating a powerful fleet, why is Germany asked to consent to such new and heavy burdens of taxation? My answer is clear. Germany is a young and growing empire. She has a worldwide commerce which is rapidly expanding, and to which the legitimate ambition of patriotic Germans refuses to assign any bounds. Germany must have a powerful fleet to protect that commerce and her manifold interests in even the most distant seas. She expects those interests to go on growing, and she must be able to champion them manfully in any quarter of the globe. Her horizons stretch far away." . . . 
Source: http://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/The_Daily_Telegraph_Affair
pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 3.
1.  Who is the author of this letter and what is his title?
2.  How does he regard the English?
3.  Why does he express these feelings?
4.  What does he state is the reason for his growing navy?
5.  How does this letter justify or explain the causes of World War I?
Document 4: Union or death
Vocabulary:
· Assimilated:  to absorb into the system.

· Onslaught:  an especially fierce attack.
Document Note: Newspaper run by Colonel Dragutin Dimitrevic, head of Serbian military intelligence and founder of the secret society, “Union or Death” (called “The Black Hand” by its opponents), 1912.
The war between Serbia and Austria… is inevitable.  If Serbia wants to live in honor, she can only do this by war.  This war is determined by our obligation to our traditions and the world of culture.  This war derives from the duty of our race which will not permit itself to be assimilated.  This war must bring about the eternal freedom of Serbia, of the South Slavs, of the Balkan peoples.  Our whole race must stand together to halt the onslaught of these aliens from the north.
Source: James Joll, The Origins of the First World War, New York:  Addison Wesley Longman, 1992.  

pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 4.

1.  What year was the article written in “Union or Death”?
2. How long before the outbreak of World War I was this published?
3. Who were the “aliens from the north” that are referred to in the last sentence of the article?
4. What is the tone of this article?
5. What is the overall message of this article?

Document 5: bRITISH PATRIOTIC POSTCARD
Vocab:

· Extol:  to praise highly; glorify
Document Note: A British Patriotic postcard of the years before 1914.  To the music of one of the “Pomp and Circumstance” marches composed by Sir Edward Elgar (1857-1934), and the result became almost a second national anthem.  About this time the new German fleet was seen as a challenge to Britannia’s navel might, and political speakers and newspapers were constantly calling for more and bigger battleships.  
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Source: The 20th Century by Trevor Cairns Cambridge Introduction to World History.
pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 5.

1.  What are the clues in the postcard that indicate this was created by the British?
2. What is in the background of the postcard?
3. Why are these significant in the background of the postcard?

4. What does the song on the postcard mean?

5. Why would this postcard be created prior to World War I?

document 6: European map of alliances on the Eve of World War I
[image: image4.jpg]European Alliances, 1914

Triple Entente

Neutral nations

200 400 miles

200 400 kilometers

GERMANY

ATLANTIC <
OCEAN

AAN





pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 6 

1.  What countries belonged to the Triple Alliance?
2.  What countries belonged to the Triple Entente?
3.  What were the countries that remained neutral?
4.  What alliance appears to have the strategic advantage and why?
Document 7:  PER CAPITA EXPENDITURES OF THE GREAT POWERS ON ARMAMENTS
Vocabulary

· Armaments: the collection of war weapons
· Boer War: a 1899 war between the Dutch farmers (Boers) and the British in South Africa
Document Note: This chart provides information on the increasing amounts of money spent on armaments from 1870 through 1914.  
PER CAPITA EXPENDITURES OF THE GREAT POWERS ON ARMAMENTS
	
	1870
	1880
	1890
	1900
	1910
	1914

	Great Britain
	$3.54
	$3.46
	$3.84
	$12.60*
	$7.29
	$8.23

	France
	 2.92
	 4.02
	 4.66
	   5.21
	 6.47
	 7.07

	Russia
	 1.28
	 1.50
	 1.26
	   1.44
	 2.32
	 3.44

	Germany
	 1.28
	 2.16
	 2.80
	   4.06
	 4.06
	 8.19

	Austria-Hungary
	 1.08
	 1.70
	 1.50
	   1.46
	 1.68
	 3.10

	Italy
	 1.38
	 1.74
	 2.52
	   2.34
	 3.36
	 3.16


* = Boer War Costs
Source: Europe, 1815-1914, by Gordan A. Craig, 1966 
pLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ABOUT DOCUMENT 7.

1. Which three countries increased the amount of money spent on weapons?
A.

B.

C.

2.  How did this increase lead to the chance of war?
3.  What were the two strongest countries, based on armament expenditure, going into World War I?

A.

B.

4.  What conclusions can you make from the information presented on the chart?
In a well-written, five-paragraph essay, respond to the following prompt:
The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand caused World War I.  Assess the validity of this statement based on the previous documents and your knowledge of World War I.

ORGANIZE YOUR THOUGHTS
	Militarism
(What documents and ideas are presented to support this cause.)
	Alliances
(What documents and ideas are presented to support this cause.) 
	Imperialism
(What documents and ideas are presented to support this cause.)
	Nationalism
(What documents and ideas are presented to support this cause.)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Name ____________________________________
Period _________________
Rubric for the Honors World History DBQ Essay

______Contains a clear, well developed thesis that details with the extent to which the paper topic has been addressed or answered. 

______Provides significant background information dealing directly with thesis. 

______Supports the thesis with significant, relevant information that uses all 7 documents. 

______Information is provided in a clear, logical fashion. 

______Understands the complexity of the question; deals with the question in depth. 

______Provides extensive, factual outside information to support thesis. 

______Effective analysis. 

______May contain minor errors. 

______Must include a logical, well developed conclusion. 

_______:Average Score

_______:Final Grade 
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