DBQ Question: Using the following documents, assess the validity of the following statement:

The 1950s were an era of social conformity.

DOCUMENT BASED QUESTION

CONFORMITY IN POSTWAR AMERICA
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World War II is now over and the United States looks to a bright future. You recently moved to the United States from war ravaged Europe and have heard that homes in the United States are inexpensive and everyone can get a job easily. You would like to create a better life where people are judged for whom they are and economic prosperity is available to all. You feel like America is the only place this is possible because you think all Americans are happy and free. After some investigation, write an immigrants guide to the United States describing how new Americans can fit in once they arrive.

SOURCE 1: The Vital Center: The Politics of Freedom, Arthur M. Schlesinger
Vocabulary: 

· benevolent: well meaning, kindly.

· subversive: undermine a government
DOCUMENT NOTE: Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., a noted historian, was a leading voice of consensus in the 1950s, the notion that a "vital center" existed in the American government between communism and totalitarianism and that center was liberalism.

Document:

“Another objective [of the American communists] is what the Communists call "mass organizations"- that is, groups of liberals organized for some benevolent purpose, and because of innocence, laziness and stupidity of most of the membership, perfectly designed for control by an alert minority… The Attorney General’s list of subversive groups (whatever the merit of this type of list as a form of official procedure) provides a convenient way of checking the more obvious Communist-controlled groups…”

Please answer the following:

1. What is Schlesinger worried about in this passage?

2. What is the role of the “laziness” in the “communists” control of segments of the population? 

3. Are their people today that are classified as “subversive” like there was in 1949? 

4. Should our government keeps lists of people that are seen as less than desirable? Why or why not?
SOURCE: Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Vital Center: The Politics of Freedom (1949)
SOURCE 2: "Speech at Wheeling West Virginia," Joseph McCarthy
Vocabulary: 

· atheism: rejection of belief in the existence of god(s), higher power
DOCUMENT NOTE: When the Senator from Wisconsin spoke before the Ohio Country Women’s Republican Club in Wheeling, West Virginia in February 1950 he assured the public that he had a list of 205 communists who worked in the U.S. State Department. 
Document:

“Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity.... And, ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down — they are truly down....


Six years ago... there was within the Soviet orbit 180 million people. Lined up on the anti-totalitarian side there were in the world at that time roughly 1.625 billion people. Today, only six years later, there are 800 million people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia — an increase of over 400 percent. On our side the figure has shrunk to around 500 million. In other words, in less than six years the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us. This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, "When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.”

Please answer the following:

1. What do the statistics in this speech do for McCarthy as a public speaker?

2. How would you describe the tone of this speech?

3. What groups in modern America would be targeted by a speech such as this? Why? 

4. What is referring to when he describes an “all-out battle”?

SOURCE: Joseph McCarthy, "Speech at Wheeling West Virginia," 1950.  http://www.h-net.org/~hst203/documents/mccarthy.html
SOURCE 3: "Convergence #10," Jackson Pollack
DOCUMENT NOTE: While his work of the 1940s remained in the realm of modern abstraction and surrealism, by the late 40s and early 50s he developed the spontaneous pouring technique, called "splatter" or "action" painting, for which he became famous, becoming the leading figure of the Abstract Expressionist movement. He died in 1956.
Document:
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Please answer the following:

1. Who decides what “art” is? Is this a work of art? Why?

2. What do you suppose the message of the piece is? 

3. Write a visual description of Jackson Pollack in the process of painting this piece? In other words, provide the play by play.

4. Look up the word convergence… what do the definition of the word and this painting say about the 1950s? Do you agree?

**I would project this.**

SOURCE: http://www.artchive.com/artchive/P/pollock/pollock_convergence.jpg.html
SOURCE 4: Brown V. Board Of Education
Vocabulary: 

· inherently: essential character of something
DOCUMENT NOTE: An African American third-grader named Linda Brown wanted to attend the elementary school in her neighborhood, but she was denied access. Oliver Brown, her father, enlisted the help of the Topeka branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) The District Court, using the precedent of Plessy v. Ferguson, ruled in favor of the Board of Education. The Supreme Court overturned the lower court's decision. On May 17, 1954, Chief Justice Earl Warren delivered the decision of a unanimous Court:
Document:

"To separate [black children] from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race generated a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone.... Any language in Plessy v. Ferguson contrary to this finding is rejected.... We conclude that in the field of public education the doctrine of "separate but equal" has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.... [Separate educational facilities therefore violate] the equal protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment."

Please answer the following:

1. How would a third grader respond to all of the publicity a Supreme Court case receives?

2. What do you think the southern reaction to this ruling would have been?

3. Think of a time you have been excluded for any reason from a group. How did that make you feel?

4. Should schools be forced to be more inclusive of people of various religions, beliefs, etc.? Why or why not?

5. Select what you feel to be the strongest line from the decision. What is significant in your mind about this line?

SOURCE: U.S. Supreme Court , Brown V. Board Of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) http://www.thisnation.com/library/brown1954.html
SOURCE 5: On the Road, 1957

Vocabulary:  
· disillusioned: free from or deprived of illusion, belief.

DOCUMENT NOTE: Jack Kerouac was born on March 12, 1922 in Lowell, Massachusetts. He went to Columbia University on a football scholarship, but soon left school. He developed the term "the Beat Generation" to describe his friends and wrote about his cross-country trips in On the Road
Document:

“The only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad to live, mad to talk, mad to be saved, desirous of everything at the same time, the ones who never yawn or say a commonplace thing, but burn, burn, burn, like fabulous yellow roman candles exploding like spiders across the stars and in the middle you see the blue centerlight pop and everybody goes "Awww!"

At lilac evening I walked with every muscle aching among the lights of 27th and Welton in the Denver colored section, wishing I were a Negro, feeling the best the white world had offered was not enough ecstasy for me, not enough life, joy , kicks, darkness, music, not enough night.... I wished I were a Denver Mexican, or even a poor overworked Jap, anything but what I was so drearily, a "white man" disillusioned.... I was only myself... sad strolling in this violet dark, this unbearably sweet night, wishing I could change worlds with the happy, true-hearted, ecstatic Negroes of America.”
Please answer the following:

1. Why does Kerouac want to be a “Negro”?

2. What social norms does he reject in this passage?

3. What is the role of travel or movement in this passage?

4. Does Kerouac rebuke or affirm the consensus of the American 1950s?

SOURCE: Jack Kerouac, On the Road, 1957 Penguin USA (Paper); Reprint edition (January 1991). pp 1-3
SOURCE 6: "The Affluent Society," 1958
Vocabulary: 

· manifests: makes known, or evident
· niggardly: grudging: petty or reluctant in giving or spending (pejorative term)
DOCUMENT NOTE: To most Americans, the postwar era seemed to be one of fabulous prosperity — new automobiles, suburban homes and kitchen appliances became available at prices that many Americans could afford. The quality of life of most Americans increased significantly. But a few, like Harvard economist John Kenneth Galbraith, publicly challenged the results of life in America after World War II
Document:

"The final problem of the productive society is what it produces. This manifests itself in an implacable tendency to provide an opulent supply of some things and a niggardly yield of others. This disparity carries to the point where it is a cause of social discomfort and social unhealth. The line which divides our area of wealth from our area of poverty is roughly which divides privately produced and marketed goods and services from publicly rendered services. Our wealth in the first is not only in startling contrast with the meagerness of the latter, but our wealth in privately produced goods is, to a marked degree, the cause of crisis in the supply of public services. For we have failed to see the importance, indeed the urgent need, of maintaining a balance between the two...."

Please answer the following:

1. How does economic disparity create social problems?
2. What is Galbraith’s main critique of the economic forces at work in the 1950s?

3. What types of services do you think he is referring to? 

4. What does “publicly rendered services” mean? What services are rendered publicly today?

5. Compare the descriptions of the 1950s economy here with our current economy. What is the same? Different?

SOURCE: John Kenneth Galbraith, "The Affluent Society," 1958 New York: Houghton Mifflin Co, 1998
SOURCE 7: Levittown, 1958
DOCUMENT NOTE: William Levitt, first applied assembly-line techniques to housing construction. On July 1, 1947, Levitt, then 40, broke ground on the first home on 1,000 acres of former potato farms 25 miles east of Manhattan. the result would be the first "Levittown." By 1958 Levittown, Long Island would contain 17,000 homes.
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Please answer the following:
1. What do you notice about the homes in this photograph?

2. What is similar and dissimilar about this neighborhood to your own?

3. What does this neighborhood say about the 1950s?

4. Does Levittown represent the ideal neighborhood of the 1950s? Why or why not?

SOURCE: Levittown, NY 1958 http://tigger.uic.edu/~pbhales/Levittown.html 
SOURCE 8: Little Boxes (A Song) Words and music by Malvina Reynolds, 1962
DOCUMENT NOTE: Born Malvina Milder, Malvina married in 1934, became active in various causes and received her PhD.in 1936. She later met Pete Seeger in the 40s and became a folk singer. 

Little Boxes on the hillside, little boxes made of ticky tacky,

Little Boxes on the hillside, little boxes all the same,

There's a green one and a pink one and a blue one and a yellow one

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and they all look just the same.

And the people in the houses all went to the university,

Where they were put into boxes and they all came out the same;

And there's doctors, and there's lawyers, and there's business executives

And they're all made out of ticky tacky and they all look just the same

And they all play on the golf course and drink their martini dry

And they all have pretty children and the children go to school

And the children go to summer camp and then to the university

Where they are all put in boxes and they all come out the same
Please answer the following:

1. Describe the music that accompanies the lyrics.

2. What do you think “ticky tacky” is?

3. Is this a song that supports or critiques the consensus of the 1950s? 

4. What elements of society or groups of people are missing from this song?

SOURCE: http://people.wku.edu/charles.smith/MALVINA/mr094.htm
SOURCE 9: "The Feminine Mystique,” Betty Friedan 1963
Vocabulary: 

· yearning: longing: prolonged unfulfilled desire or need
DOCUMENT NOTE: Discovering that many of her peers were as unhappy with women's role in society as she was, Friedan, a trained psychologist, started to investigate the lives of women. The results of these studies became The Feminine Mystique. She later founded the National Organization of Women (NOW) in 1966.

Document:

"The problem lay buried, unspoken, for many years in the minds of American women. It was a strange stirring, a sense of dissatisfaction, a yearning that women suffered in the middle of the twentieth century in the United States. Each suburban wife struggled with it alone. As she made the beds, shopped for groceries, matched slipcover material, ate peanut butter sandwiches with her children, chauffeured Cub Scouts and Brownies, lay beside her husband at night — she was afraid to ask even of herself the silent question — ‘is this all?’"

Please answer the following:

1. What would women be dissatisfied with by1963?

2. What did women yearn for in America after World War II?

3. How would you describe the tone of this piece? 

4. Do you think women are still dissatisfied with their role in society today? Why or why not?

SOURCE: http://www.americanwriters.org/classroom/resources/tr_friedan.asp
SOURCE 10: Leave it to Beaver
DOCUMENT NOTE: Leave it to Beaver was a family sitcom (situational-comedy) that ran from 1957 – 1963. The television show dealt with issues that a “typical” family dealt with during the time period. The title character the “Beaver” is the youngest son of the Cleaver family who always manages to end up in some sort of trouble. The “Beaver” is always saved at the end of the show after learning a specific moral lesson. 

DOCUMENT:
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Season 2 Episode 41

Please answer the following:

1. How are gender roles portrayed in this episode?

2. What strikes you as interesting about the kids your age in the show?

3. How would you describe the tone of this piece? 

4. What do you think this episode reveals about American sensibilities in the late 1950s?

SOURCE: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZAR7Q28V9g
SOURCE 11: Father Knows Best
DOCUMENT NOTE: Father Knows Best was originally radio show that was converted to a family sitcom (situational-comedy) that ran from 1954 – 1960. The television show dealt with issues that a “typical” family dealt with during the time period. The characters were written to be a “typical American family”. Whenever the children in the show needed advice they could always turn to their father for advice. 

DOCUMENT:
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Please answer the following:

1. How does this sitcom differ from Leave it to Beaver? Modern sitcoms?
2. How would you describe the marriage of Margaret and Jim Anderson?

3. How would you describe the tone of this piece? 

4. What do you think this episode reveals about American sensibilities in the late 1950s?

SOURCE: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=powEfWDl-HQ
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