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What successes and failures culminated in U.S. and Chinese rapprochement 

during the Nixon Administration? 
 

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. You and your small group of 4 are part of an acting troupe (it could also be a comedy troupe) who has been 

asked by the Nixon Library to perform a skit at the library on the topic of the U.S. and Chinese 

rapprochement. They asked that you focus on successes and failures that culminated in U.S. and Chinese 

rapprochement during the Nixon Administration. Since you will be in Nixon’s library, you need to make sure 

you base your skit on primary documents and facts. You also have to consider your audience and figure out 

what perspective you might present (hmm, what type of audience might attend a Nixon Library function?). 

2. Read and or examine each document and answer the questions that follow the documents to gain a deeper 

understanding of the topic.  

3. Discuss with your group the successes and failures, and come to a conclusion. 

4. Categorize the documents into three categories that will help you prove your conclusion. 

5. Organize your skit like you would an essay, using the three categories you created above. Each category of 

conversation should provide three pieces of evidence (such as a document). Use your characters to present 

the evidence through dialogue.  

6. Create your skit based on the scene portrayed in the image on Document 7. Each of you will portray one of 

the characters (except for the secretary/interpreter) seated in the room: Zhou Enlai, Mao Tsetung, Richard 

Nixon, Henry Kissinger.  

7. Your skit must hold a discussion that might have played out in the room. Though you can interpret the 

meeting as you like, it must  

a. focus on answering the DBQ question,  

b. be organized into 3 categories of conversation & each category should provide 3 pieces of evidence 

c. Your conversation must use or refer to at least 6 of the documents.  

d. You can be clever & humorous  

8. You will take turns presenting your skits to the class and the class will vote on the skits based on 

a. Best use of documents 

b. Best argument 

c. Best interpretation of the event 

d. Best actor  
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RUBRIC 
 Total Points Possible Group’s points 

Students have organized their 

argument and skit into 3 categories 

5  

Argument is stated and is clear at 

the beginning of the skit – we know 

where their argument is going. 

Dialogue in the skit focuses on 

answering the DBQ question. 

5  

Each category (topic of 

conversation) provides 3 pieces of 

evidence (these can be documents, 

outside information, vocabulary, 

etc.). 

9  

Evidence is used effectively to 

back up the group’s argument 

5  

The setting of the skit takes place 

in the room in the image on 

Document 7. 

1  

Each student attempts to portray his 

or her own character accurately 

(saying things the character did say, 

or might have said, using accents & 

mannerisms, showing 

personality…remember you are 

acting). 

Individual points awarded here 

10 

Individual points awarded here  

Students refer to or use at least 6 of 

the documents. 

10  

Total Points 45  
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. What is meant by the word “mobility” in the phrase “reports some new mobility in Peking’s 

conduct of foreign relations?”  

 

2. What evidence is there that Chinese conduct of foreign policy has changed? 

 

3.  What changes were observed in regard to travel and trade?   

 

4. What does the memo speculate about trade with U.S. firms? 

 

5.  In what ways does this memo suggest that the U.S. should respond to China’s actions? 

 

6. What is Kissinger’s purpose in writing this memo?   
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1.         Who is Edgar Snow? 

 

 

2. Who is Mao Zedong? 

 

 

3. What is Edgar and Mao’s past relationship? What were the circumstances of their friendship? 

 

 

4. Mao’s Cultural Revolution was going on in China during this time period. Any person displaying 

capitalist, or western influenced thought would be publicly shamed and set away to “the 

countryside” to be re-educated in the Marxist ideology. With the climate of the Cultural Revolution 

in mind, why would inviting Snow be more acceptable to the Chinese citizens than an American 

government official at this time? 

 

 

5. Why might Mao’s invitation of Snow to visit China’s National Day celebration be considered a 

signal that China was ready to improve relations with the U.S.? 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  Who is President Yahya?  

 

 

2. Describe Yahya’s relationship with the U.S. and China. 

 

 

3. In the first paragraph, what does Nixon state as the purpose of his conversation with Yahya? 

 

 

4. What type of “links” is Nixon talking about creating? 

 

 

5. Why might both the U.S. and China wish to keep their conversations secret at this point? 

 

 

6. What role do each of these actors play in bringing the U.S. and Chinese closer to rapprochement? 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1.  What is the origin of this document? 

 

 

2. What is the purpose of this document? 

 

 

3. What message does the article convey? 

 

 

4. What does Nixon mean when he states, “The world cannot be safe until China changes?” How 

might China be a threat and to whom? 

 

 

5. Domestically and politically, how risky might a statement like this be during this time period? 

Consider the presidential election as well as communist fears of the time period. 

 

 

6. This article was written almost 5 years before Nixon visited China. How might it be argued that this 

was an early indication that Nixon was determined to form a relationship with China? 
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DOCUMENT 5: PING PONG DIPLOMACY 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. What is the origin of this image? 

 

 

2. Why was Zhuang and his teammates afraid to talk to Cowan? 

 

 

3. What is the significance of both China and the U.S. ping pong teams participating in the 

tournament?  

 

 

4. In what way might the participation in the ping pong tournament have been a signal of a change in 

Chinese foreign policy? 

 

 

5. What effect did this link between the athletes have on U.S. Chinese relations? 
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DOCUMENT 6: THE TAIWAN QUESTION 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Who are the characters in the image and what is their role in U.S. and Chinese politics? 

 

 

2. What is the significance of the game of ping pong in terms of U.S. Chinese relations? 

 

 

3. What is significant about the positions being played in the ping pong game in the image? 

 

 

4. How does Chiang’s role in the image relate to world politics at this time? 

 

 

5. What is the message being conveyed in the image? 
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DOCUMENT 7: NIXON VISITS CHINA 

Document note: Nixon visited China on February 21, 1972. He was met at the airport by Premier Zhou 

Enlai and also met with Chairman Mao. On the topic of Taiwan, the U.S. affirmed the “One China 

Principle,” and reaffirmed its interest in solving the Taiwan question peacefully. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. What is the origin of this image? Who is are the people in the image? 

 

 

2. What was the purpose of Nixon’s visit? 
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3. How did these men get to this day? What process have they gone through in order to be able to meet 

together and have this conversation? 

 

 

4. What was the result of this meeting? 

 

 

5. Predict what happened to the U.S. and Chinese relations after both men left office (due to scandal 

and death)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 8: PANDA DIPLOMACY 
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http://www.chizeng.com/nixon/immediate.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 
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1.  Zhou presented to the United States a pair of pandas, Ling-Ling and Hsing-Hsing after Nixon’s visit 

to China. What did the gift symbolize?  

 

 

2. How might the American people have interpreted the generous gift?  

 

 

3. How might the pandas symbolize a successful rapprochement between the U.S. and China? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 9: NIXON SECRETLY BOMBS CAMBODIA 
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Televised speech by Nixon explaining the invasion of Cambodia - June 1969  

Tonight American and South Vietnam units will attack the headquarters of the entire communist military 

operation in South Vietnam. This is not an invasion of Cambodia. We take this action not for the purpose of 

expanding the war into Cambodia but for the purpose of ending the war in Vietnam… 

 

Document Note:  

During this time period, Nixon was withdrawing American troops through Vietnamization. Simultaneously, 

Nixon intensified the conflict by bombing, Chinese ally, Cambodia to fight the North Vietnamese-

supported Khmer Rouge guerillas. The Chinese were publicly outraged and privately cancelled the next 

round of talks with the U.S. regarding rapprochement.  

 

http://sierramadreeagle.com/2009/03/17/election-special--the-ghost-of-richard-nixon.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Why did Nixon bomb Cambodia? 
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2. Why did China care that the U.S. bombed Cambodia? 

 

 

3. What effect did the bombing of Cambodia have on U.S. Chinese rapprochement? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT 10: MAO’S ANTI U.S. PROPAGANDA 
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http://www.allabouttabletennis.com/history-of-table-tennis-ping-pong-diplomacy.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 



What successes and failures culminated in U.S. and Chinese rapprochement during the Nixon Administration?  
 

1. Who is the author of the quote? 

 

 

2. What message is conveyed by the quote? 

 

 

3. Who is the poster’s intended audience? What was Mao’s purpose in displaying the quote? 

 

 

4. Why might Mao choose to display this poster when the American ping pong team came to visit 

China in 1971?  

 

 


