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Extended Common Core Social Studies Lesson Plan Template 

Lesson Title: Slavery and the Culture of Colonial America  
  
Author Name: Stacy Drum 
 

Contact Information: sdrum@washoeschools.net  
 
Appropriate for Grade Level(s): 5th/7th 

 
US History Standard(s)/Applicable CCSS(s):  History Standards:  H1.5.4 Identify the contributions of African Americans…; 
H1.5.6 Identify individuals and groups responsible for founding and settling the American colonies; H1.5.7 Examine the 
cultural exchange among…; H2.5.4 Explain why slavery was introduced into colonial America; H2.5.5 Explain how the 
interactions among…resulted in unique economic, social, and political institutions 
CCSS:  RI5.1 Quote accurately from a text 
RI5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text 
RI5.3 Explain relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas or concepts 
RI5.4 Determine the meaning of general academic or domain specific words 
RI5.5 Compare and contrast overall structure of events or information in two or more texts 
RI5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event 
RI5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources 
RI5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak on it knowledgeably 
RI5.10 By the end of the year read and comprehend informational text 
RF5.4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 
W5.2 Write informative texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly 
SL5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions with diverse partners building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly 
SL5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally 
SL5.3 Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported by reasons and evidence 
SL5.4 Report on a topic or text sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts, descriptive detail; speak clearly 
L5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening 
 
 
Engagement Strategy: Read, annotate, and take notes on texts using a note-taker, preview vocabulary using a word sort 
vocabulary sheet 
 
Discussion/Writing Question:  Why was slavery seen as a necessary part of life in Colonial America by many white slave 
owners?  Please note:  This is an important question that is meant to have students reflect on the culture of slavery in the 
colonies.  The subject of “presentism”:  an attitude toward the past dominated by present-day attitudes and experiences, 
should be broached at some point in this lesson.  In no way is this lesson intimating that slavery was a good thing, or “right”.  
It is pointing students toward looking at the past with the lens of an historian, avoiding judgment, and looking at the culture of 
the time.  This lesson would nicely feed into the lesson, “Did the Constitution Have Protections for Slavery and Slaveholders?” 
that is available on www.projecttahoe.org under “Teacher Resources”, “Discussion Lessons”. 
 
Discussion Strategy:  Jigsaw Discussion; readings and note-takers to be used 

 
Student Readings (list): 1. "slavery." American History. ABC-CLIO, 2012. Web. 29 Nov. 2012.  

                                               2. Davis, David Brion, The Boisterous Sea of Liberty: A Documentary History of America from Discovery                       
Through the Civil War, 2000  
                                               3. Morgan, Edmund S., American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia, 1975  
                                               4.  Website:  www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery (the “Slave Memories” tab is a good place for students to visit) 

1 



The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include  student readings and reading strategy/questions, source(s), handouts, assignment 
sheet, and a rubric or grading checklist related to the student assessment of this lesson. 

 

 

Total Time Needed: 1-2 weeks 

 
 

Lesson Outline: 

Time 
Frame 

(e.g. 15 minutes) 

What is the teacher doing?   What are students doing? 

   

   

1 hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play slave music- go to www.negrospirituals.com to play on 
your computer or download lyrics. Show “Runaway Slave” 
posters – go to Yahoo or Google Images and search 
“Runaway Slave Posters”.  Show slave rosters of Jefferson – 
go to http://www.monticello.org/site/plantation-and-
slavery/people-plantation for an interactive website about 
Jefferson’s plantation and slaves; and Washington – go to 
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/will/slavelist.html 
to see lists of his slaves.  Talk about how slaves were 
property and passed down through the white families. 
Come up with a class definition of “culture” by 
brainstorming.  Put ideas on a poster.  Give the actual 
definition:  “culture refers to the various forms of 
expression and modes of behavior that reflect people’s 
values, aspirations, anxieties, beliefs…encompasses, for 
example, not only art, music, and literature, but also social 
conduct…” (Rubin and Casper).  How might this definition 
tie to our future discussion question? 

Students are listening, reading, and 
discussing the various primary sources 
and information presented on culture.  
They actively participate in the defining 
process.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 mins Hand out the “Word Sort” sheet.  Give instructions that 
groups of 4-5 students should sort the words listed at the 
bottom into at least three groups.  They should know/write 
why they have placed those words into the groups that 
they have.  Have a whole class discussion having each 
group describe how they sorted the words and why they 
sorted them the way they did.  Explain that these are 
words that they need to pay attention to and will come up 
in readings and conversations.  Go over any unknown 
words. 

Students work together to place words in 
sort groups.  Discuss the meanings of 
words and circle any words that the group 
cannot figure out meanings of.  The 
class/group should discuss the meanings 
of the words after sorts have been 
explained.  Students should be prepared 
to explain why their group sorted the 
words as they did. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

10 mins. Divide students into three groups. Students are divided and move into three 
heterogeneous groups. 

30 mins. Give instructions on annotation (use the “Super Annotator” 
for consistent annotations) and note-taking (use the note 
taking page), hand out readings to groups.  Each group gets 

Look over readings while instructions are 
being given. 

http://www.negrospirituals.com/
http://www.monticello.org/site/plantation-and-slavery/people-plantation
http://www.monticello.org/site/plantation-and-slavery/people-plantation
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/will/slavelist.html
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a different reading – “Slavery”, “The Sin of Slaveholding”, 
or “American Slavery…” 

45 mins. Circulate while students are reading, annotating, and 
taking notes with the note-taker.  Students should take 
notes on their reading only.   

Reading, annotating, taking notes, circling 
unknown words on their reading. 

45 mins. Have each reading group compare and add to their notes 
with input from other “experts” from their group.  

Students talk to other members of the 
group that have the same reading.  Add to 
notes, clarify, ask questions of each other.  
Students should realize that they are the 
experts and will be teaching the content 
from their reading to the other groups. 

1 hour On computers, have students explore and take notes (on 
the back of the note taker) from the website:  
www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery. The “Slave Memories” portion is very 
informative, but the entire website is wonderful.  Make sure the 
students keep the discussion question in mind when taking notes 
and looking at the website. 

Students take notes on the back of their 
note takers from the website.  Keep the 
discussion question:  “Why was slavery 
seen as a necessary part of life in Colonial 
America by many white slave owners?” in 
mind when taking notes.  The information 
they collect will be used to help them with 
their paper and their Jigsaw Discussion. 

15 mins. Have students meet with a group of about 3 or 4 other 
students (this does not need to be the same group as their 
group for their reading) to discuss what they found on the 
website.  They can add to their notes. 

Talk with a group of students about the 
website they explored. They can add to 
their notes at this time. 

2-3 class 
sessions, 45 
mins. each 
session 

Instruct students in writing their “Informational Essay”.  
Use the attached writing rubric to guide your lesson.  
Students will be writing their informational essay based on 
the notes that they took on their reading and the 
information from the website.  Direct them to write to the 
question:  “Why was slavery seen as a necessary part of life 
in Colonial America by many white slave owners?” Essays 
should be 3-4 paragraphs.  Students will be using their 
essays during the jigsaw discussion to teach the other 
students about what they read. 

Write an informational essay based on the 
discussion question.  They are to take 
their essay through the writing process.  
Use their notes from their reading and the 
notes they gathered from the website.  
They should understand that this essay 
will be used when instructing the other 
students during the Jigsaw Discussion. 

1 hour Take students through the Jigsaw Discussion.  The 
instructions are:  Circulate while students are doing the 

discussion.  Take notes on students who are adding to the 

discussion.  Also note those who are not participating.   

 

Instructions for the jigsaw:   

 

1. Put students into groups of 3.  One person in the 

group should represent each of the readings. One 

student at a time will present their information.  The 

other two students will take notes on their note taker 

according to the time frames listed in step 2. 

 

2. Your job as the teacher is to help moderate the 

discussion and ensure that all three readings have an 

opportunity to be explored. Give about 3 minutes for 

each student to present his/her part, about 3 minutes for 

Students take turns talking in their 

heterogeneous groups. Students not 

presenting are listening, asking questions, 

and finally, writing on their organizers. 

 

Students can ask clarifying questions 

and/or add to the discussion if something 

they have relates to what is being said.   

 

Students should use “Accountable Talk” 

(included in this lesson plan) when 

discussing. 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery
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other students in the group to ask questions and clarify, 

and about 3 minutes for students not presenting to write 

notes on their organizer. You will reserve the last 10 

minutes of class in order to provide a wrap up and 

provide some additional context for the students and the 

knowledge they have just created. 

 

3.  Take notes on students as you are circulating.  This 

will help with scoring on the rubric later. 

 

15 mins 

Provide a whole class wrap up and some additional context 

for the students and the knowledge they have just created. 

Ask questions such as:  1)  How did you do with taking 

notes and writing your informational essays?  Do you think 

you had enough information?  Do you need to add to your 

essays? 2)  How did you do with the discussion?  Be 

specific.  What did you do well?  What do you need to 

improve upon? 3)  Did your group come to a consensus 

with the “Discussion” question?  Discuss the “Discussion” 

question as a class. 

Students can share information that they 

found to be similar, ask questions, and 

make comments about the Jigsaw 

Discussion. 

30 mins 
Give students time to revise informational papers if they 

find they were missing information. 

Students revise their informational papers.  

Turn in for a grade. 

5 mins 

Collect all papers from this lesson: 

*Informational papers 

*Note-taker 

 

Hand in all required papers.   

 

Description of Lesson Assessment: Students will be assessed on their ability to write a 3-4 paragraph informational essay 
based on the discussion question.  They will need to show evidence of how the culture of the Colonies perpetuated and made 
many see slavery as necessary.  Students will take part in a Jigsaw Discussion that will be part of their assessment.  Rubrics for 
the informational essay and Jigsaw Discussion are provided. 

 

How will students reflect on the process and their learning? Students will answer self-assessment questions after the lesson 
is completed (teacher can have students do this individually or as a class).  There will also be a whole-class debriefing of the 
process and the “Discussion” question.  
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culture                unfree laborers  discrimination 

plantation  immigrate 

servants  profitable 

overseer  manual labor 

freemen  urban 

rebellion  elite 

import(ed)  segregate(d) 

master   ghettos 

 



The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include  student readings and reading strategy/questions, source(s), handouts, assignment 
sheet, and a rubric or grading checklist related to the student assessment of this lesson. 

 

  



The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include  student readings and reading strategy/questions, source(s), handouts, assignment 
sheet, and a rubric or grading checklist related to the student assessment of this lesson. 

 

  



The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include  student readings and reading strategy/questions, source(s), handouts, assignment 
sheet, and a rubric or grading checklist related to the student assessment of this lesson. 

 

  



The pages that follow the Lesson Plan Template include  student readings and reading strategy/questions, source(s), handouts, assignment 
sheet, and a rubric or grading checklist related to the student assessment of this lesson. 

 

Note Taker For Readings                                                                      *Place notes from the website on the back of this page. 

Who is this 

about?: 

 

 

 

American Slavery, 

American Freedom 
Slavery The Sin of Slaveholding 

What is this article 

saying about the focus 

question:  “Why was 

slavery seen as a 

necessary part of life in 

Colonial America by 

many white slave 

owners? 

Important 

Facts: 

Other  

Important 

Information: 
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Example Essay 

 

Informative Essay Question:  After reading your article and viewing the PBS website, write a 4-5 paragraph essay that 

addresses the following question:  “Why was slavery seen as a necessary part of life in Colonial America by many 

white slave owners?”  Make sure you have a claim statement, reasoning, and evidence from your text and the 

website.  You will be using what you write during our Jigsaw Discussion.  

 

Slavery was seen as a necessary part of Colonial life by many white landowners.  Slaves were used as labor in 

agricultural and non-agricultural industries in both the Northern and Southern colonies.  They performed duties that 

whites did not or could not perform.  Finally, slavery was profitable for both the slave-owners and the slave sellers. 

 According to the article, “Slavery”, from the americanhistory.abc-clio website, slaves worked many jobs in the 

South.  They were field hands, house servants, carpenters, blacksmiths, and preachers.  John Rolfe introduced tobacco 

farming to Virginia.  He saw, according to the article “Slavery”, “…enormous profits to be had from importing unfree 

laborers.”   Slaves were used in a wide variety of jobs.  The website “PBS Slavery Memories” notes that, “Slaves 

performed every kind of duty, from washing clothes and looking after the owner’s children in the home, to chopping 

wood, building fences and planting the crops out in the fields.” 

They were not free to leave, nor were they able to refuse to do work.  They worked solely for their masters and kept the 

large plantations and industries of the Colonies running and profitable. 

 The buying and selling of slaves brought money into the Colonial and African economies. “PBS Slavery 

Memories” says, “…African leaders made about 50 pounds  
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(enough to live on for four years) on each slave sold…These leaders sold about 10 million Africans over the years, 

resulting in a net gain of about one trillion of today’s dollars.”  The man buying the slaves would make money on the 

other end of the sale by having perpetual laborers at his disposal.  The offspring of the purchased slaves would also 

become part of his plantation or work in his industry.  Once a slave was purchased, the buyer and the seller reaped 

enormous profits that were infused into the economies of both Africa and the Colonies. 

 We look back on slavery as a terrible institution that was brutal to the enslaved.  This is true; it was brutal and 

wrong to treat fellow human beings in the manner that they were.  However, many Colonists would not have profited as 

much from their plantations or industries without the labor and ingenuity of the African slaves.  Though we will never 

say that enslaving people was a good practice; we can see why many Colonial leaders, who were raised with the 

tradition of slavery, saw slavery as necessary to their livelihood. 

 


