
4th grade Nevada History Discussion Lesson Template 
Topic: Statehood 

Lesson Authors: Tracy Cecil, Jennifer Farrow and Keta Cline 

Related Essential Questions:   
How do physical geography and natural resources effect the settlement of people and the development of 
culture? 

Related Nevada History Chapters:  Nevada Our Home: Chapter 7, Pages 126-131 

NV Social Studies Standards (Geography, Economics, Civics, History):  

H2.0 
Students understand the people, events, ideas and conflicts that lead to the evolution of nations, empires, 
distinctive cultures and political and economic ideas.   

 
H3.0 
Students understand how social ideas and individual action lead to social, political, economic, and technological 
change.  

Literacy Standards: 

RI.4.1-4.5 
W4.1  
SL4.1-4.3 

Brief Overview of Lesson & Guiding Discussion Question: 

Was President Lincoln influencing Nevada to become a state? 

Was President Lincoln’s decision to make Nevada a state self-serving or beneficial to the whole country? 

What would have happened if Nevada had never become a state? 

Brief Historical Background:  

It is believed that Nevada had a major role in the Civil War.  The claim that Nevada’s mineral wealth 
contributed to its statehood is one of the most misconceived stories about Nevada.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Included Materials: 

Lesson Sequence: 

Approximate 
Time Frame 

What is the teacher doing? What are students doing? Notes (additional scaffolds, 
logistical considerations, room 
arrangements, grouping, etc.) 

Day 1 
30 minutes 

Teacher will show a video 
from www.history.com titled: 
“How Nevada Got Its Shape”.   

Filling out “The How Nevada 
Got Its Shape” note taker.   

•May show video twice, 
and/or stop and start as 
needed.  
•After video, share note taker 
with partner and fill in any 
information gaps that were 
missed.  

Day 2 
60 minutes 

1. Discuss academic content 
vocabulary for the article: 
“Why Did Nevada Become a 
State?” 
 
Vocabulary: political, 
economic, reelection, territory, 
statehood. 
 
2. Pass out the article.  
 
3. Teacher leads discussion 
reviewing annotated notes.  
Students are placed into 
cooperative groups of 3 or 4.   

1. Discussing vocabulary 
using vocabulary handout.  
 
2. Students follow along while 
teacher reads article aloud.  
Students will then read with a 
partner, re-read the article and 
then use classroom annotation 
guide or “Super Annotator”. 
 
3. Each group will then create 
a T-chart on butcher paper 
categorizing information from 
the article into fact or fiction. 
 
4. After 20 minutes of work 
time, groups will share posters 
with the class.  

See attached handout for 
“Super Annotator”.   

Day 3 
 
45 -60 
minutes 

1. Discuss academic content 
vocabulary for the article: 
“Nevada’s Statehood: 
Lincoln’s Halloween Treat.” 
 
Vocabulary: claim, dominated, 
appointment, staunch, ally 
 
2. Using the divided up 
sections of the article, follow a 
standard jigsaw lesson. 
Having each group determine 
the main idea of each section 
with one or two supporting 
details.    

1. Discussing academic 
content vocabulary handout. 
 
2. Students read the article 
independently using their 
annotation guide.  
 
 

1. Prior to reading, cut copies 
of the article into sections that 
work for the number of groups 
you want to have. 

Day 4 
 
45-60 
minutes  

Teacher posts “Fishbowl” 
question(s) on board. These 
are located under the “Guiding 
Discussion Questions” part of 
the lesson plan (see above). 

Students will jot down the 
answer to the question posted 
on the board or take notes to  

Teacher may want to gather 
Post-it notes for note taking. 
 
Teacher may want to arrange 
chairs into the “Fishbowl” 



 
Teacher gives students 
opportunity to answer posted 
question or jot down notes to 
use as reference during the 
“Fishbowl” activity 
 
Teacher is dividing students 
into inner and outer circles of 
the fishbowl. 
 
Teacher then follows the 
attached “Fishbowl” 
instructions to complete the 
activity.  
  

help with discussion during 
the activity using the 2 articles 
from the previous days.  
 
 
 
 
 
Students will have a classroom 
discussion regarding the 
posted prompt for the activity. 
 
 

discussion formation prior to 
class time beginning.   

Day 5-7 
 
 
Time spent 
is at teacher 
discretion. 

Teacher is having students use 
the standard writing process to 
write a persuasive response to 
the writing prompt on the 
paper.  
 

Students will use the writing 
process to create their piece of 
writing.   
 
Students will use the Student 
Guide for Opinion Writing 
during the revising/editing 
process 

Copy the writing task prompt 
and Student Guide for Opinion 
Writing checklist for each 
student. 
 
 
How fast you move through 
the writing process is at your 
discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Name: _________________________________ 

How Nevada Got Its Shape • Video Notes 

 
 
 
Draw the boundaries of Nevada in 1850 using 
red marker or colored pencil.  
 
Next draw the boundaries of Nevada in 1864 
using a blue marker or colored pencil.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

1. _______________ people were required for Nevada to become a state. 

 

2. How many people did Nevada actually have? ___________________________  

 

3. How many more people did Nevada need to be granted statehood?  ____________________ 

 

4. What were the two reasons President Lincoln wanted Nevada to become a state? 
 

        1.  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

        2. ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  What was lacking for Nevada to become a state? ___________________________________ 

 

6.  Who did Arizona side with and how did that affect how the land was divided?  

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



“Why Did Nevada Become A State” 

By Guy Rocha 

 

Political-- adjective- having to do with the government 

 

Economic—adjective  – having to do with making, distributing and using money and resources 
  

 

Reelection--verb – being elected again for the same position  

 

Territory—noun—an area of land ruled by a state before it becomes officially a state 

 

Statehood—noun—when a territory becomes a state 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Modified Fishbowl Strategy 
 

 

1. Provide a common reading and background on an unresolved or controversial issue to the class. Utilize a reading 
strategy to help students to access the text and force them to choose quotes or facts from the text pertaining to 
the issue. Have students write down their interesting facts and quotes on post-it notes or small pieces of paper. 

2. Make two to three circles in your classroom with +/- 5 chairs in each. The chairs will face inwards.  Outside of 
each circle, make another circle of chairs. 

a. The inner circle of chairs is the fishbowl and students in these chairs are very talkative, intelligent and 
scholarly fish. 

b. The outer circle represents people who love to learn from their fish and provide them “fish food for 
thought.”  

c. The teacher will choose one person from the outside circle to be the “fish trainer.” This person interjects 
only if the conversation gets off track. This person will rephrase the question and ask the fish to go back 
to their discussion. 

3. RULE: Only students in the fishbowl (inner circle) are allowed to speak during this activity. 
a. Students in the fishbowl engage in deliberation of an issue presented, as an open-ended question, by 

the teacher.  
b. All participants must abide by the rules of civic discussion and common courtesy. 

4. The outside circle has a responsibility of providing “food for thought” (strip of paper/post-it) with relevant 
information that can be used by the fish.  For this reason, it can be very positive to pair students on the 
inside/outside of the circle so that someone with great confidence is on the outside helping the less confident 
“fish” on the inside. 

5. Once a student in the circle has spoken twice, a student from outside the circle may tap that student on the 
shoulder and switch places with the student. The student on the outside MUST TAP IN after their inside partner 
has spoken four times. The student in the circle will exit to the outside observation seats.  This process can 
continue throughout the discussion. 

6. The teacher does not participate in the discussion except to provide a new question or to terminate an 
irrelevant, or inappropriate, line of discussion.  

7. It is highly effective to have two separate (but related) discussion questions. After you have completed a 
fishbowl on one question, you can begin the next question by reversing the original groups. Fish become fish 
feeders and feeders become fish. 

8. Including a written reflection piece is a great way to assess student learning. 
9. Allowing small groups to bring all of their post-its to a table and co-write a piece demonstrating their 

understanding is also a great assessment and instructional tool. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Basic Discussion Rubric 

 

Discussion 
Rubric 

3 2 1 0 

Substantive     

States and 
identifies 

issues. 

Accurately states and 
identifies issues. 

Accurately states 
an issue. 

States a relevant 
factual, ethical, or 

definitional issue as 
a question. 

Does not state 
any issues. 

Uses 
foundational 
knowledge. 

Accurately and 
expresses completely 
relevant foundational 
knowledge pertaining 

to the issues raised 
during the discussion. 

Accurately 
expresses mostly 

relevant 
foundational 
knowledge 

pertaining to issues 
raised during the 

discussion. 

Accurately 
expresses 

somewhat relevant 
foundational 
knowledge 

pertaining to an 
issue raised by 
someone else. 

Does not express 
any relevant 
foundational 
knowledge. 

Elaborates 
statements 
with 
explanations, 
reasons, or 
evidence. 

Pursues an issue with 
more than one 
elaborated 
statements. 

Pursues an issue 
with one elaborated 
statement. 

Elaborates a 
statement with an 
explanation, 
reasons, or 
evidence. 

Does not 
elaborate any 
issues. 

Procedural     

Invites 
contributions 
from, and 
acknowledges 
statements of, 
others. 

Engages others in the 
discussion by inviting 
their contributions 
and acknowledging 
their contributions. 

Invites comments 
from others and 
does not 
acknowledge their 
statements. 

Does not invite 
comments from 
others but allows 
others to speak. 
Does not 
acknowledge 
contributions from 
others. 

Does not invite 
comments from 
others nor 
acknowledge 
their statements. 

Challenges 
the accuracy, 
logic, 
relevance, or 
clarity of 
statements. 

Constructively 
challenges the 
accuracy, clarity, 
relevance, or logic of 
statements made. 

Responds in a civil 
manner to a 
statement made by 
someone else by 
challenging its 
accuracy, clarity, 
relevance, or logic. 

Responds in a civil 
manner but does 
not challenge the 
accuracy, clarity, 
relevance, or logic 
of statements. 

Does not respond 
in a civil manner 
in all 
conversations. 
Does not 
challenge the 
accuracy, clarity, 
relevance, or 
logic of 
statements. 

 



 

Writing Task 

 

Directions:  In this writing task, you will form and support an opinion regarding what you believe 
was the greatest influence in Nevada becoming a state. Choose one of the two influences listed 
below and support your opinion with evidence from the texts and video sources.  

Writing Prompt:  What do you think had the greatest influence on Nevada becoming a state? 

- Lincoln’s desire to become re-elected 
- The government wanting tax money from the gold and silver discovered 

at the Comstock Lode 
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